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Yochanan [John] 4:1-42

We have selected this portion from the B’rit because it reminds us of the wells that Yitzchak re-dug.

Ya’aqov’s Well

Yochanan [John] 4:1-6

1 When therefore the Master knew that the Pharisees had heard that Yeshua was making and baptizing more disciples than Yochanan [John] 

2(although Yeshua himself baptized not, but his disciples),

3 He left Judea, and departed again into Galilee.

4 And He had to pass through Samaria.

5 So He came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Ya’aqov gave to his son Yoseph:

6 and Ya’aqov's well was there.  Yeshua therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat thus by the well.  It was about the sixth hour.

It is always interesting and informative to observe how the religious hierarchy perceives a threat where none exists.  The religious leaders of that day felt threatened when YHWH rose up Yochanan and he began his ministry.  Now on the heels of Yochanan, arose another, who by Yochanan’s own testimony, was much greater than he himself was.  And when the number of followers of Yeshua began to exceed the number of Yochanan’s followers, the religious leaders began to be worried.  Please note that this worry was all self-centered and self-motivated.  It had nothing to do with building His Kingdom!  Likewise, even today, many times those in control of religious organizations, whether they be churches or supra-church groups, in order to maintain control, often divert away from what Scripture plainly states, in order to stay in their position of authority.

When Yeshua understood that the number of His followers was growing to the point that the religious leaders were taking note and getting worried, and were beginning to conspire to do something about it, He left the region.
The journey that Yeshua took along with His disciples took them through the Shomron (Samaria).  This well mentioned in this passage is not mentioned by this title in the Tanak, so we cannot positively identify the well with any of the wells recorded in the Tanak.  And that is apparently not important information for us to have, otherwise YHWH would have made sure that we would have had some clues to at least figure it out.

The Samaritan Woman

Yochanan [John] 4:7-9

7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water; Yeshua said to her, “Give me to drink.”
8 For His disciples were gone away into the city to buy food.

9 The Samaritan woman therefore said to Him, “How is it that you, being a Jew, ask me for a drink, who am a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

During this time, most of the very pious would take extra time and travel around Samaria, because of the very low opinion that the Jewish people had of the Samaritans.  But here we see that Yeshua did not take the normal route to go around Samaria, but went right through it.  And even more surprising to this woman at this well, was the fact that Yeshua, being a Jewish man, would even speak to her at all, let alone ask her for a drink.

The Gift of Elohim 

Yochanan [John] 4:10

Yeshua answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of Elohim, and who it is that said to you, ‘Give Me a drink;’ you would have asked of Him, and He would have given you living water.”
Now here is an interesting response!  Yeshua replies to this woman that if she would have known about the gift of YHWH and if she would have known who it was that was asking her for a drink, then she would have asked Him for a drink of living water.

It is interesting to note that one of the wells that Yitzchak re-dug, Scripture states had living water.  Now that well happened to be the very first well he re-dug.  What this should teach us is that, when we come to Yeshua, the first thing we should ask for is this living water.  And the first thing that we should expect from those in the world after receiving this living water, is contention.
The Natural Question

Yochanan [John] 4:11-12

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: where then have you that living water?”
12 Are you greater than our father Ya’aqov, who gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his sons, and his cattle?”
Often when a person is confronted with new spiritual truth the first questions that come to mind are in and from the natural realm.  She was only looking with her eyes and listening with her ears.  She was not seeing or listening with her spirit.  As a result, the first question that came from her mouth was one of unbelief.

Now mind you, I am not condemning her for this, because we have all done this very thing!  However, we need to see this so that we may grow and mature in our spiritual walk.  One of those ways that we need to grow in is guarding our tongues!  Once we have said or written something, it cannot be unsaid or erased!  We can go back and apologize and do what we can to make it right, but the fact remains that it has been said or written and some things cannot be undone.

Yeshua’s Spiritual Answer 

Yochanan [John] 4:13-14

13 Yeshua answered and said to her, “Every one that drinks of this water shall thirst again;
14 but whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”
The spiritual answer that Yeshua gave to this Samaritan woman’s natural question was full of life and meaning.  However, it apparently went right over this woman’s head! 
Still Thinking in the Natural

Yochanan [John] 4:15

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come all the way here to draw.”
Even though Yeshua gave her a spiritual answer, this woman did not really get it.  She responds that she would like to have this water so that she would not have to come all the way out to this well.

Shock Therapy

Yochanan [John] 4:16-18

16 Yeshua said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
17 The woman answered and said to him, “I have no husband.”  Yeshua said to her, “You said well, ‘I have no husband;’
18 for you have had five husbands; and he whom you now have is not your husband; this have you said truly.”
Yeshua just needed to get her attention off of the natural and upon the spiritual.  He chose to tell her something about herself so that she would know that she was not speaking to just any run-of-the-mill person.

The Challenge

Yochanan [John] 4:19-20

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and you say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.”
As this woman began to perceive that this man was some kind of a prophet, she kind of threw down a gauntlet, a challenge, to see what kind of response that she would get.  It seems likely that she was still thinking in the natural for the natural response to this type of challenge is one of anger and condescension.  She received neither!
In Spirit and in Truth
Yochanan [John] 4:21-24

21 Yeshua said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour comes, when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father.

22 You worship that which you do not know; we worship that which we know; for salvation is from the Jews.

23 But the hour comes, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such does the Father seek to be His worshippers.

24 Elohim is a Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
This is the meat of Yeshua’s message to this woman: that we must worship our heavenly Father in spirit and in truth.  And if both of these are not true, then are we truly worshipping our heavenly Father?  Do our lives line up with how Scripture teaches us to live?  And if not, why not?  Do we make excuses for our not living according to His commandments, and follow the traditions of men instead?  What a deadly game that is!

I Am
Yochanan [John] 4:25-26

25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah comes; when He is come, He will declare to us all things.”
26 Yeshua said to her, “I am is the one speaking to you.”
Yeshua tells this woman exactly who He was at this point, that He was the great I Am come in the flesh.

Testimony
Yochanan [John] 4:27-30
27 And upon this came His disciples; and they marveled that He was speaking with a woman; yet no man said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why do you speak with her?”
28 So the woman left her water pot, and went away into the city, and said to the people,

29 “Come, see a man, who told me all things that I did; can this be the Messiah?”
30 They went out of the city, and were coming to him.

When this woman left and went back to the city, she immediately began to tell others about her encounter with Messiah.  This in itself is a miracle, as she apparently was a social outcast having to go outside the city to this well, as she was not welcome to use the well inside the city.  What seems even more amazing is that these people listened to her and went to see for themselves what she was talking about.
Spiritual Food

Yochanan [John] 4:31-32
31 In the meanwhile the disciples prayed him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”
32 But he said unto them, “I have food to eat that you know not.”
Yeshua tells His disciples that not only is there living water to drink, but there is also spiritual food available for us to eat.  

Another Natural Question

Yochanan [John] 4:33
33 The disciples therefore said one to another, “Has any man brought Him anything to eat?”
Please note again, that as these men were confronted with a new spiritual truth, their response was to ask a question from the natural.  They simply did not understand what was being said to them in their limited spiritual understanding.

Yeshua Explains

Yochanan [John] 4:34
34 Yeshua said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to accomplish His work.

35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and comes the harvest?’  Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are white already unto harvest.

36 He that reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit to life eternal; that he that sows and he that reaps may rejoice together.

37 For herein is the saying true, ‘One sows, and another reaps.’
38 I sent you to reap that which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
Yeshua explains that our spiritual food is to do the will of our heavenly Father.  When we do His will we are storing up eternal life for ourselves.  This is really something to greatly ponder and dwell upon, as well as to take action upon!

From Hearing to Believing
Yochanan [John] 4:39-42

39 And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him because of the word of the woman, who testified, “He told me all things that I did.”
40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they besought him to abide with them: and he abode there two days.

41 And many more believed because of His word;

42 and they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of your speaking; for we have heard for ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
The people of the Samaritan woman at the well heard and listened to her testimony.  It was compelling enough that they sought out this person for themselves.  They found Him and had a personal encounter with Him as well.  Now her testimony was also their testimony.  They no longer believed just because of her testimony, but now they each believed and had their own personal testimony as well.

The Restoring Work of Yeshua

When our fathers decided to stop keeping the covenant that YHWH handed down to us through Moshe, and then YHWH had them carried away into captivity, we lost our identity as His people.  However, YHWH did not lose track of us, but in the fullness of time He sent One to bring us back into His covenant.  This is essentially what the work that our heavenly Father gave Yeshua to do, to open a door for us to be able to return to Him so that we could once again be part of His covenant people.

Mattithyah [Matthew] 15:24  
But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

Unless one understands the difference between the two houses of Israel, then one will not understand what Yeshua is saying in this passage.  However, when one does understand what He is saying, then we see that this was what the Father sent Him to do, which was to restore us to our Father’s house (Torah)!
He did not die for us and shed His Blood, just so that His people could live any old way that pleased them.  NO!  Rather, He died to restore us back to our heavenly Father.  In part, what this means, is that we keep His commandments – all of them!  We do not have the privilege of determining which commandments that we will keep and which ones we will not keep.  Yeshua said,

Yochanan [John] 14:15  
“If you love me, you will keep My commandments.” 

On this Shabbat, I wonder if we could allow His Spirit to ask us this question, “How are you doing at keeping My commandments?”  And if we love Him enough to let Him ask us this question, I wonder if we love Him enough to answer Him honestly?  Then I wonder if we have enough faith to step out and change that which needs to be changed, so that we are doing better at keeping His commandments?

Of course, we are not doing this to earn our salvation.  

Ya’aqov [James] 2:18  
Yea, a man will say, you have faith, and I have works; show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith. 

Which is more convincing, what we do or what we say?  There is an old saying that goes something like this; 

What you are doing is so loud, that I cannot hear what you are saying.

ABBA YHWH, thank you for all that You do in our lives and how You have given us of Your Spirit to lead us into all truth.  We just pray and ask that You would open our eyes that they may see as You see, and open our ears so that we may hear as You hear, that we might be better able to walk in a manner pleasing to You; in the name of Yeshua our Mashiach, Amein.

Shabbat Shalom

Zerubbabel ben Emunah
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