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PREFACE

It is where the unrighteous becomes the righteous; it is where weakness becomes strength; it is where the
unholy becomes the holy; it is where the unclean becomes the clean; where the impure becomes the pure; where the
tumultuous becomes the peaceful; the unworthy the worthy; the unsaved the saved; the unsanctified the sanctified; it
is here where YHWH dwells: in the heart of man. It isat this very point of tension in one's life that YHWH places
the burden of the soul. It is here where one must labor at the task YHWH has set before him, realizing that he is not
worthy, nor capable, of accomplishing that which YHWH has set before him. And yet, “he must!” lest he perish. It
is from this place that this book has come forth.

Thisis not the ordinary book on Scriptural prophecy. This writer has chosen not to delve into a lot of the
specific items that are seen by some as fulfillments of their respective prophecies as recorded in the Scripture.
Rather, we will look at how prophecy affects us in our everyday living. One aspect of the Second Advent that we
are particularly interested in, is the “rapture” and what the implications are for ustoday. In particular, this book will
go through the Scriptures and present a study to the reader in which it will be proven beyond a doubt, that al true
disciples are going to go through the entirety of the tribulation (unless they become martyrs).

Furthermore, it is hoped that this will begin an earnest discussion of what to do to get ready for the rise of
the Anti-Messiah. For, if thisisignored, then that “man of sin” will catch the elect sleeping and many will pay for it
with their lives. Thisis not necessary, nor isit the best that YHWH has for His people. Hisdesireisfor His people
to beready. After al, He haswarned usin advance. Let us each choose to heed that warning.

To the writer of this book, it seems that many of the current books on prophecy miss some of the most
important questions in dealing with this subject. This writer has chosen to deal with this subject in a manner that
will, hopefully, enhance the readers’ understanding. It isthe purpose of this book to bring into the discussion of the
return of Messiah (understanding when He will return is crucial to living a life that is totally pleasing to YHWH)
and the events of the last days, the issue of being prepared to face the Anti-Messiah and the tribulation. For it seems
that the Church is guilty of not only not teaching this material, but also of not preparing its people to be ready to
face, and teaching them how to face, the Anti-Messiah. And regardless of in what order these events occur, the
person reading and studying the Scriptures referred to in this book will be equipped to “endure to the end,” and to
gain eternal life as hisfinal state of being.

Just what has YHWH warned His children about? Has He not warned about the coming Anti-Messiah?*
Has He not warned about the severe persecution (making war upon) of those who believe in Yeshua® by the Anti-
Messiah? Has He not warned about the coming inability to buy or sell? Has He not warned that one needs to be
ready to flee when the Anti-Messiah appears in the holy place? When one considers all these warnings YHWH has
given to the body of Messiah, one would think that His disciples would be actively preparing for these warnings to
cometo fruition. Arethese warnings being seriously heeded? Onewonders! If one cannot depend upon the Church
to get itself ready for what is to come, then what can one do to ready oneself in light of these warnings that YHWH
has given?

To help the reader in his study of this subject, the first areato be examined, athough briefly, will be “How
to Study the Scripture.” The purpose of this section is to help the reader in his own study of Scripture, and in
particular, in his study of prophecy concerning the return of Messiah.

If one is to have any hope of understanding this subject, then he must have a good grasp of how the
Scripture teaches one to live in this present life. This is one of the most overlooked keys in understanding the

!In the context of this book, the word “Anti-Messiah” (with a capital “A”) denotes the one world ruler who is controlled by
Satan, and the word “anti-Messiah” (with a lower case “a”) denotes anyone who is “anti-” (against) the Kingdom of Heaven.
“For there are many anti-Messiahs...”

2This name “Yeshua” is used, as it was the actual written and spoken name of Messiah. “Jesus” is not used, because in large
part, it does not recognize, nor celebrate, the Jewishness of our Savior. In addition to this, there are many cults today which
follow a different “Jesus,” which has nothing to do with the Biblical Person. And so the name “Yeshua” is preferred to make a
marked distinction between the true and the false. When quoting Scripture, if the name “Jesus” appears, then the Name
“Yeshua” will be re-established in the verse.



prophecies of the second coming. Once a person begins to understand these things he will be ready to dig into the
prophecies of Messiah’s second coming.

What is the “Blessed Hope’? The Scripture has much to say about this Person! An honest look at these
Scriptures will be needed in order to see that the Blessed Hope is a Person, not an event. Coming to grips with this
essential truth of the true faith will enable one to “endure” anything that life brings his way.

The book will then take a practical look at some things the reader can do to get ready for the coming of the
end of the age. Thisisaconcern of many, yet one not easily discussed.

It is the utmost desire of this author that the reader not see only the words of these pages, but rather, that he
would be propelled into the depths of the Holy Scripture. It isfrom YHWH’sword that one will find what it is that
one so desperately needs. As the reader no doubt will be challenged by the Scriptures presented in this work, he
must depend upon YHWH to reveal and open the hidden treasures that they contain. Let Him move freely, to touch
anything necessary in your life; then you will become free yourself to answer the call of YHWH in your life. Many
will hear, but few will answer the call. Pick up your duty as a watchman. Cry out thewarning! It isfrom here that
these pages have come forth. It is here where one senses the urgency of the Spirit to call out the warning before the
night has fallen when no man shall work.



Section 1

How to Study the Scripture

The importance of this section probably cannot be overstated, as it is imperative that one use proper and
acceptable means in investigating what the Scripture says for today. It is aways best to alow the Scripture to
interpret itself. The chapters of this section will look at the basic guidelines in studying Scripture. The purpose of
these chapters, while brief, will be to help the reader follow the writer in the later chapters. It will be these chapters
that deal specifically with the second coming of Messiah. The principles contained within these first chapters, if
followed by the student of Scripture, will help not only to safeguard him, but also to prepare him for the coming of
Y eshua.

One of the concerns of the writer in placing this section first, was that it would be skipped over for the
seemingly more pertinent parts by the reader. It is hoped that the brevity of this section will preclude that from
happening. For in this post-Christian era there are few who actually study their Scriptures regularly. And if thisis
done, so often it is done in the search for a*“proof-text.” This section will help the student of the Scripture to see the
importance of allowing the Scripture to speak for itself.



Scripture Never Contradicts I tself

While this principle may be on the elementary side, it is of the utmost importance that one come to the
realization that the Scripture is the written word of YHWH, and, as such, cannot contradict itself.

Without much thought, anyone probably could think of verses that seem to say opposing truths. However,
one must come to the conclusion that they do not present opposing truths, but rather it is one's lack of total
understanding that does not enable one to harmonize the verses in question. Also understand, that each of these
alleged difficulties and discrepancies are capable of a fair and reasonable solution.®>  So, if it were possible to
increase one's understanding of these verses, then one would come to know that the verses were teaching
complimentary truths, rather than opposing truths.

One verse that teaches this wonderful truth can be found in Psalm 119.

Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous judgments endures for ever.
Psalm 119:160

It would be a spiritual impossibility for every one of the ordinances of YHWH to be everlasting if any one
of them contradicted another one. Since they are all everlasting as Y HWH Himself is, then one can know that they
are al complementary of one another.

Within this next verse, it can be shown that the word which YHWH spoke or delivered through angels, has
proven to be steadfast or unalterable.

For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast,
Hebrews 2:2a

If the Scripture is to be accepted as the word of YHWH, then one cannot pick and choose which part to
believe and which part to discard. Since YHWH isthe one who inspired it to be written, and if it is unalterable from
His perspective, then it is the duty of the student of Scripture to work diligently at discovering the unifying truth.

Finally, one must come to the conclusion that the Word of YHWH is a direct reflection of who He is; and
therefore, one can discover truths about the Scripture by also knowing who YHWH is.

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
James 1:17

It can be shown in this verse that there is no variation in YHWH. Thisis avery comforting truth that also
can be applied to the Holy Scriptures. Thisis not to say that the Scripture is divine or to be worshipped, but rather
that the Scriptureisinspired by YHWH, and as such, is areflection of His divine nature.

Therefore, if one seeks hard enough and long enough, the truth of the Scripture can be discovered. What it
then comes to, is one’'s own willingness to be honest with oneself, the Scripture, and what it says, and how much
effort one wants to put forth to discover the truths contained therein.

*john W. Haley, Alleged Discrepancies, Pub. by Whitaker House, pg. 1.
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Scripture Must Be Taken AsaWhole

This chapter is closely related to the previous chapter.

Upon further examination of “How to Study the Scripture,” it is imperative that one keeps the unity of the
Scriptures intact. To go into the Scriptures and pull out proof-texts is a sure way to get oneself into theological
trouble. To prevent this calamity from occurring, one must make a concerted effort to keep the Scriptures whole. In
so doing, there is a built-in safeguard that will allow one to understand the Scriptures more fully, as well as helping
to keep onein aright relationship with YHWH; besides it being a commandment of YHWH, aswell:

Ye shal not add unto the word which | command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye
may keep the commandments of YHWH your Elohim which | command you.
Deuteronomy 4:2

This verse teaches that it would be difficult for one to keep the commandments of YHWH if one addsto or
takes away from them.
A similar admonition isfound in the Book of Revelation:

For | testify unto every man that hears the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto
these things, YHWH shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, YHWH shall take away hispart out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

Revelation 22:18,19

While these verses in Revelation are speaking specifically about the book in which they are written, there is
abasic Biblical principle that can and must be gleaned from this passage, namely: the need of keeping the Scripture
whole and intact. If, in fact, these are the “last days,” then this passage speaks directly to us today.

One other Scripture passage needs to be addressed in this chapter. This is a parenthetical thought that
Y eshuainserts as He is teaching the religious leaders of that time.

“And the scripture cannot be broken.”
John 10:35b

Y eshua is teaching two truths in this short but clear thought. First, that if it is within the Written Word,
then it will be fulfilled (come to pass). Second, all YHWH'sword istrue and isto be believed. Thus, Y eshua gives
avery strong admonition to keep the Scripture whole.



TheHoly Spirit isThe Teacher of Truth

The previous two chapters would be entirely meaningless if a person does not have the Holy Spirit to guide
and teach him. The Scripture is a unique book in that it is a spiritual book, the Word of YHWH. Because it was not
written by man in the normal sense, but inspired by YHWH, His help is needed to understand what is being read.
One such passage that teaches this principleis:

But YHWH has revealed them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searches all things, yea, the deep things
of YHWH. For what man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man which isin him? even so the
things of YHWH knows no man, but the Spirit of YHWH. Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is of YHWH; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of
YHWH. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teaches, but which the Holy
Spirit teaches; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receives not the things of the
Spirit of YHWH: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.
1 Corinthians 2:10-14

And again:

“And | will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever;
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it sees Him not, neither knows him: but
you know Him; for He dwells with you, and shall bein you.” “But the Comforter, which isthe Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring al things to your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.”

John 14:16,17,26

If one wants to be able to understand what the Scripture says, then one needs to have the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit comes into a person’s life when that person gives his life to Messiah by repenting and asking for forgiveness
of hissins. Then, as these verses teach, he will have the Helper to teach him. Since the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
truth, He will teach true disciples what the Scripture istruly saying.

In order for this to be accomplished, alearner’s heart is needed. Openness and honesty are virtues that are
very essential to learning truth. This cannot be done partialy or half-heartedly.

Blessed are they that keep His testimonies and that seek him with the whole heart.
Psalm 119:2

| entreated Y our favor with my whole heart:
Psalm 119:58a

As seen in these verses, seeking the truth of YHWH should be done with al of one€'s heart. The
implication is, that if it is tried with only a half-hearted attitude or an attitude that is not pure, then what will be
gained is something less than the whole truth. While as finite imperfect humans in this life it is not possible to gain
the entirety of truth, one can and must seek it with hiswhole being. How this works out in the life of the disciple, is
that when a new truth is encountered, it is tried and tested; and once proven to be the truth, it is then accepted and
incorporated into the life of the disciple. Thus, the new truth replaces the false doctrine that was once a part of the
disciple and error is rejected, thus showing us that there is constant growth and change in on€'s spiritual
understanding.



Purity of heart is another qualification in knowing and understanding Scripture. The implication of this can
be clearly seen in the following verse.

Truly YHWH isgood to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.
Psalm 73:1

Each person has preconceived ideas, assumptions, and prejudices’ that hinder one's search for
understanding of the Scripture. These are impurities within one’s heart which need to be dealt with. The Holy
Spirit knows and is aware of these in a person’slife. One just needs to ask that these be revealed. He will not only
reveal them but also help one to overcome them.

For the word of YHWH is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12

The Scripture is reasonable and logical aswell. The Holy Spirit can show this to anyone who asks that this
be revealed. Two of the verses that reveal this principle are:

Come now, and let us reason together, saith YHWH,
Isaiah 1:18a

And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of
the Scriptures,
Acts17:2

There are three things a person needs to ask for if Scriptureisto be understood, as examined in this chapter.
First, alearner’s heart should be asked for. A person who has alearner’s heart is a person who can objectively listen
to another person’s ideas without feeling threatened. He will also be able to judge the soundness of that idea using
the Scripture as the rule of measure. Furthermore, he is willing to learn the lessons YHWH istrying to teach to him
through hislife’ s situations. Second, any misconceptions, preconceived ideas, assumptions, or prejudices that would
hinder one's understanding the truth of Scripture, need to be reveadled by the Holy Spirit. Then these need to be
dealt with in such a manner as to enable one to see what Scripture is teaching. Third, Scripture is reasonable and
logical, but this may not be seen unless one asks the Holy Spirit to reveal it. These three things are needed, along
with the realization that it is the Holy Spirit who is the teacher of truth, not this author or any other person, or any
particular denomination, or organization. Then one will be well on his way to being able to grasp the truth of the
Scripture. And in this particular context, to be able to grasp and understand the prophecies concerning the return of
Y eshua Messiah contained within the Holy Scripture.

*Some of these will take the form of denominational dogma in which the individual has been indoctrinated. This type of
prejudice is especially difficult to overcome. So, Scripture student — beware!
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ScriptureisNot For Private I nterpretation

Knowing thisfirst, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
2 Peter 1:20

In this chapter, a Biblical principle will be presented that is a safeguard to keep oneself from becoming
heretical in his beliefs. Two sides of this truth will be examined. This principle is succinctly stated in the verse just
guoted above.

The duty of interpreting what Scripture says and what it means, belongs solely to the Assembly of Yisrael
(Isregl), which is filled with the Holy Spirit to accomplish this task, among other tasks. Yisradl is the body of
Messiah® on earth, asit is till involved directly in the daily spiritual battles of this present life. The responsibility of
interpreting Scripture rests, and is built upon, the experience of Yisrael as awhole (this includes both Houses). This
is a continua process that will not be completed until the return of Messiah. It is within the body of Messiah that
thisfunction isto take place. No one person isto be the soleinterpreter or authority of YHWH'sword.

This means that the person who hears the word of YHWH preached or taught is under obligation to
investigate the Scripture regularly to see whether these things are so. This goes for reading various authors also, the
present one included. If each person in the body of Messiah does this under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, then the
body will stay true to her Master and Savior, Y eshua Messiah.

The more a person respects a particular preacher, pastor, or teacher, the more susceptible that person is to
believing everything the teacher says. Each member of the body of Messiah must guard against placing too much
emphasis upon the teachings of only one individual. By so doing, the body will safeguard itself from tragedies like
Jonestown, Africa, in which most of the followers of Jim Jones lost their lives by following him in death by suicide.
There are many lesser tragedies that go unnoticed; e.g., when a member of the body of Messiah suffers spiritual
shipwreck because of hisfaith in a particular Scripture teacher who has drifted away from YHWH.®

The Scriptures were given to train and instruct each person who would follow YHWH. One so desiring to
follow YHWH, must allow YHWH’s Written Word to penetrate his life and continually change him.

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
Romans 15:4

As was shown in the previous chapter, the Holy Spirit is the teacher. As such, He teaches what the truth of
the Scriptures are, and then appliesit to the disciple’ s life. It isnot the disciple in Messiah that does the interpreting
of His Holy Word. The tendency in today’s world is to take one's own experience and use that as a rule and
measure for interpreting YHWH’sword. This will only lead a person into false doctrine. However, what must be
done, is to allow YHWH’s word to interpret one's own spiritual experiences. Thus, this ensures that the false is
weeded out, and only the true and good is kept.

>The reader will do well to remember that the Scriptures teach that there is but one body. This includes all disciples, both Jew
and Gentile; both those who lived before Yeshua’s time, and those who lived after. Many splinter groups try to make more
than one body, but this is contrary to YHWH’s word. This is usually done in the attempt to make that particular group “spiritual
Israel” (this is what Hitler did, thus justifying the murder of the Jewish people). This is quite dangerous, as Scripture also
teaches that there is neither Jew nor Greek (Gentile) in the spiritual realm.

6 Many times what will happen, is that a spiritual leader or teacher will fall into sin temporarily and cause others to fall away.

The leader may then repent of his sin, but what becomes of those who fell away before he repented?
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All scripture is given by inspiration of YHWH, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of YHWH may be perfect, thoroughly

furnished unto all good works.
2 Timothy 3:16-17

While YHWH many times uses a person as His agent to deal with another person and to teach him, that
person is still only an agent of YHWH. The One who is doing the actual dealing is, of course, the Holy Spirit, using
His Written Word in the life of the disciple.

Each individual must continually strive to keep his eyes, even his life, focused upon and following Y eshua,
not something or someone else. Doing so will help him to properly interpret and understand what the Scripture says.
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YOU Must Be Obedient To Scripture

In examining the principles of Biblical interpretation, this one is the key to each of the others. It isalso the
most overlooked and underrated.

While it is true that a person could leave out one of the other principles and still make some progress
(except probably the principle of having the Holy Spirit as his teacher), it is doubtful that it is true of this one:
obedience. Since the Scripture is spiritual in nature, if one is without the willingness to be obedient to the truth
discovered while reading and studying it, it is not possible to gain any real knowledge of the truth found in it without
being obedient to the truth found therein.

This is the only real requirement of YHWH’s kingdom. Grasping the importance of loving obedience to
Messiah in a person’slife is essential to understanding the Scripture, and what YHWH desires of His most precious
creation: man. For if a man isto enter the Kingdom of Y HWH, then he must be obedient. It is YHWH’swill that
each person be saved. Itis YHWH’swill that each person repent. It is YHWH’swill that each person be sanctified.
It is YHWH’ s will that each person have eternal life. (Each of these areas can and do apply to each reader.) If one
is to have any of the things that are Y HWH’s will, then it stands that one must be obedient to Him. The obedience
being referred to, is not to the legalistic keeping of the letter of the Law, for thisis physically impossible for man to
do; but rather, obedience to the Spirit of the Law -- the Spirit of Messiah who dwells in the disciple, or obedience to
the Law of Grace. (There is actually no difference between the Law of Grace, and Torah. The Law of Grace is
keeping Torah with, in, and by, the heart of a person.)

It should be recognized that the obedience itself does not save a person, nor give him eternal life. Look at
an example of aman drowning. The drowning man is calling out for help. He knows there is alifeguard. He wants
the lifeguard to help him. Isthere anything that the drowning man can do or “will” to make the lifeguard save him?
No! Asmuch as the drowning man wants to be saved, as much as he repents, as much as he obeys, there is nothing
that he does or willsthat will save him. It is solely the will and actions of the lifeguard. It isthe will of the lifeguard
which propels the lifeguard into life-saving action towards the drowning man. So it iswith YHWH. It is His will
and His actions which save the individual and give eternal life. One only needs to have the desire to be saved. He
must call out for help. Thisis essentially what repentanceis: acalling out for help.

If it is the desire of one's heart to be obedient (and YHWH knows whether it is or not), then he will know
whether the teaching he is hearing is from YHWH or elsewhere.

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of YHWH, or whether | speak
of myself.
John 7:17

Theimplication in this Scripture, isthat if oneis not trying to be obedient to YHWH and His word, then he
will not be able to discern the truth from untruth.” This can have serious effects in the life of the disciple, if he is
unwilling to follow YHWH in full obedience.

This is especially true when it deals with the area of Biblical prophecy. One can read all kinds of books
upon the subject and gain only a surface knowledge of the return of Yeshua, but in redity it will only be by rote.
Furthermore, a person will not know whether or not it is in harmony with the Scripture. Thus, he would be led
astray because he was not willing to walk in obedience to the Holy Spirit.

Even Yeshua, being YHWH, humbled himself in obedience, even obedience to death on a cross
(Philippians 2:5-8). This attitude of obedience, which Y eshua had and exhibited, is the same attitude of obedience

’Please note Matthew 5:19, in which Yeshua teaches the importance of keeping and observing the commandments found in
the Law and the Prophets (YHWH’s word).
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the disciple in Messiah must display. If oneis not willing to be obedient in all things, the small as well as the great,
then one will find great difficulty in understanding what is read and heard from the Scripture. This includes those
passages dealing with His return.

The adversary, the Devil, will come and snatch away any truth if a person does not act upon what the Holy
Spirit is teaching him.

When any one hears the word of the kingdom, and understands it not, then comes the wicked one, and
catches away that which was sown in his heart.
Matthew 13:19a

The Greek word which is translated as “understand,” has within it the thought of action or acting upon that which is
known. Hereisthe element of obedience which is present here in this passage.

In order for the disciple to keep from being deluded by himself and others, he must prove himself to be a
“doer of the word” (James 1:22, 25). It is the doer of the word of YHWH who will have the blessing of YHWH
upon Hislife, and who will be able to understand His word to the fullest possible extent.
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Bewar e of False Teachers

And Yeshua answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come
in my name, saying, | an Messiah; and shall deceive many.
Matthew 24:4, 5

Y eshua not only warned His disciples that they would have to beware of false teachers and false messiahs,
but He was also warning them (and al of us today) not to be a false teacher. Verse four can also be trandated as
saying, “See to it that you mislead no one,” and thus become a false teacher (prophet). Is it any wonder that
Scripture teaches that those who teach will have more accountability before Him?

His concern for His followers being led astray can be seen in Matthew 24, as He warns His disciples (then
and now) three timesin a short period of time (in this one short discourse on His return); in the time it takes to speak
18 sentences.

And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
Matthew 24:11

For there shall arise false messiahs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, | have told you in
advance.®

Matthew 24:24, 25

The previous chapter examined the importance of obedience in the life of the disciple. That truth is closely
related to the subject of this chapter. Obedience to YHWH will enable the disciple to determine a false teacher from
ateacher of YHWH’struth.

One characteristic of a false teacher, is alack of obedience to Holy Scripture. If a person iswilling to be
honest, there will be enough evidence to show anyone who iswilling to see, that thisis afalse teacher.

Another characteristic of afalse teacher isthe fruit that he bears. Y eshuateaches thisto Hisdisciplesin the
Sermon on the Mount.

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they areravening wolves.
You shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every
good tree brings forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that brings not forth good fruit is
hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them.

Matthew 7:15-20

While it takes time for atree to produce its fruit, it will produce fruit. If the disciple will be patient, then, in
time, the false prophet will reveal himself by the fruit that he bears. According to the above passage, one of those
fruits, is that the false teacher is like a ravening wolf. This simply means that he consumes those around him and
spends his resources upon himself. The Holy Spirit teaches and reveal s to each member of the body of Messiah who
these false teachers are, if the disciple will only listen to the Spirit of truth.

In this review, the basics of how to study the Scripture were looked into briefly. These included the

&The title of this book was taken from this verse, from the New American Standard translation of YHWH’s Holy Word: “Behold,
| have told you in advance.” Matthew 24:25
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following principles:

Scripture never contradicts itself,
Scripture must be taken as awhole,

the Holy Spirit is the Teacher of truth,
Scripture is not for private interpretation,
you must be obedient to Scripture, and
you should beware of false teachers.

ANENENENENEN

Equipped with these tools, a person can grasp the truth found within the pages of the Scripture, without straying into
dangerous territory. Having laid a common foundation for mutual understanding to take place, let us now proceed
on into the prophecies of the return of Messiah.
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Section |1

How to Live Now

The relationship of Yeshua to the Old Covenant and the New Covenant has a direct bearing on the life of
the disciple in this present life. Where does the individua fit into the scheme of things, and what should he be
doing? How should a person be living his life in Messiah? These are the questions that will be addressed in this
section of this study of the return of Messiah.

Again, let it be stated, that thisisamost critical areain understanding, and that it needs to be practiced on a
daily basisin order to have atrue understanding of what the Scriptures are teaching about the return of Y eshua.
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What Y eshua Did!

Y eshua accomplished many things in the short time of His earthly ministry. Not the least of these was the
salvation of mankind which He purchased with His own Blood. The importance of that accomplished task asit fills
up the Old Covenant, and is supplemented with the New Covenant, will be examined. Also, we will answer the
question: “Isthere any real difference between the old and new covenants?”

Old Covenant

The Law (Torah) establishing the Old Covenant was given to the children of Israel through Moses on
Mount Sinai after YHWH led them to freedom from the slavery of Egypt. The Torah was very explicit in its duties,
responsibilities, and requirements made upon the Hebrew people. This Law brought about their death, as it revealed
to them their own sinfulness. Even though the Law provided sacrifices for sins which had been committed, these
sacrifices could not take away their sins.

For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
Hebrews 10:4

Will YHWH be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall | give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed you, man, what
is good; and what does YHWH require of you, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your Elohim?

Micah 6:7-8

Furthermore, Y HWH did not even desire these sacrifices and offerings.

Wherefore when He comes into the world, he says, “ Sacrifice and offering thou would not, but a  body
hast thou prepared me”
Hebrews 10:5

And Samuel said, “Has YHWH as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the Voice of
YHWH? Behold, to abey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”
1 Samuel 15:22

What YHWH wanted from His people, was for them to express their love for Him in obedience to the Law
(Torah) given on Mount Sinai (see Exodus 15:26). Instead, they only attempted to obey His Law outwardly. In
their hearts they went astray. In addition to this, He was getting His people ready for the coming of Messiah.

This brings to light the weakness of this Covenant and the need for a second. For since a second covenant
has been established, the ineffectiveness of the first has come to be known. The student of Scripture will do well to
take note which came first, the Old Covenant or the New Covenant. Thiswill be discussed more, shortly.

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, YHWH sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
Romans 8:3

And again:
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Then said he, Behold, | come to do thy will, YHWH. He takes away the first, that he may establish the
second.
Hebrews 10:9

Y eshua said that He came not to do away with the Law (Torah), but to carry out the will of the Father,
which has been expressed in the Torah and the Prophets.

“Don’t think that | have come to abolish the Torah or the Prophets. | have come not to abolish but to
complete.”
Matthew 5:17 (Jewish New Testament)

L uke records the occurrence of Zacharias being filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesying, saying,

“Blessed be YHWH Elohim of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption for
His people.”
Luke 1:68 (New American Standard)

The redemption that had been promised since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden isnow areality. This
“New” Covenant is based upon promises which were made before the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.

New Covenant

The New Covenant was established at the shedding of Yeshua's Blood upon the cross of Calvary. Even
though this is when it was established, it was promised long before this event. It is because of His shed Blood, that
anyone who believes can have forgiveness of hissins.

And their sins and iniquities will 1 remember no more. Now where remission of these is, there is no
more offering for sin.
Hebrews 10:17, 18

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own Blood he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us.
Hebrews 9:12

Under the Old Covenant, there were priests who were priests under that Law. This priesthood was
perpetuated by virtue of birth. One had to be born a Levite in order to be a priest. However, Y eshua was not a
Levite’ Hewas of the tribe of Judah. The book of Hebrews addresses this issue precisely when it says;

For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.
Hebrews 7:12

Yeshua is a priest, not after the Levitical order, but a priest after the order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek
was a kingly priest who had no beginning, nor end of days. Yeshua is a kingly priest after this same order, one
without beginning or end. This came about in order that the New Covenant might be established. A new and better
covenant has now been brought into being.

By so much was Y eshua made a surety of a better testament.
Hebrews 7:22

’It should be noted that John the Baptist was a Levite; his father Zacharias was in the Holy of Holies (temple) when he was told
of John’s coming birth. And it can be known from Scripture that John and Yeshua were cousins. So Yeshua actually was of the
Levitical tribe (apparently through His mother’s side), but not enough for Him to be a priest; although John could have been, as
he could have followed in his father’s footsteps.
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But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better
covenant, which was established upon better promises.
Hebrews 8:6

And again;

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of
the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance.

Hebrews 9:15

This new covenant that has been established by the Blood of Yeshua, is based upon the promise that
YHWH gaveto Abraham. Thiswas over 400 years before the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai (Galatians 3:17).

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My Voice.
Genesis 22:18

YHWH here is speaking to Abraham after he had just finished offering up his son™ Isaac to YHWH on the altar of
burnt offering. He did this by grace through faith'*. And this was what the new covenant is based upon, faith in
Yeshua. Abraham had this faith as well as did all the saints of the Old Testament as recorded in Hebrews, chapter
11

By faith Abraham, when he was tested offered up Isaac.
Hebrews 11:17 (NAS)

For not only did YHWH give Abraham this promise, He also backed it up with an oath.

Wherein YHWH, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his
counsel, confirmed it by an oath
Hebrews 6:17

Those who enter into the new covenant, do so through faith. This makes them an heir to the promise which was
given to Abraham, and this through Isaac. For al true disciples are children of the free woman, not of the
bondwoman.

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. So then, brethren, we are not children of
the bondwoman, but of the free.
Galatians 4:28, 31

This new covenant that has now been established in the Blood of Y eshuais done so on the promise given to
Abraham, for Y eshuais the Seed that Y HWH was speaking of to Abraham.

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He says not, “and to seeds,” as of many; but as
of one, “and to thy seed, which is Messiah.”
Galatians 3:16

For the inheritance of the disciple is based upon the promise, not upon the law. If it were based upon the

1% should be noted that Abraham had another son (who was actually older) at this time, who was a son of his flesh. But YHWH
asked for his only son, the son of the promise, the son of both Abraham and Sarah.

it the reader will, please note that in the context of this book, when faith is spoken of, it is done so in the manner which is “by
grace through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of YHWH” (Ephesians 2:8). A person cannot create his own faith
anymore than he can create his own salvation. So when faith is spoken of, it is done so with the understanding that it is a gift
from YHWH, and this by grace, as Yeshua is the Author and Perfecter of our faith (See Hebrews 12:2).
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law, it would not be by faith. But rather, it is by faith, for it is based upon the promise, namely the promise given to
Abraham. So it can be seen, that in reality, the promise of the new covenant was actually before the old covenant.
WEell then, why was the law given at Mount Sinai, one may ask?

Wherefore then serves the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to
whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.
Galatians 3:19

This new covenant is based upon the promise given to Abraham and is based solely on faith. It is only
those persons who choose to believe through faith who are the children of the promise and who have eternal life.
This aspect of the new covenant cannot be overstated. It isan eternal covenant and can never be set aside.

Now the Elohim of peace, that brought again from the dead our Master Yeshua, that great shepherd
of the sheep, through the Blood of the everlasting covenant,
Hebrews 13:20; see also Heb. 9:12

Because the new covenant which has now been established is an eternal covenant, it is the last and only
hope for the redemption of mankind. When this truth is understood, one can begin to grasp the magnitude of what
the writer to the Hebrews says under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more
sacrifice for sins,
Hebrews 10:26

And the writer continues,

Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the
Son of YHWH, and hath counted the Blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing,
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

Hebrews 10:29

When one follows the giving of each new covenant throughout Scripture, each subsegquent covenant is
added onto and upon the previous covenant. Thus, the “Old Covenant” (Torah) was given after the “New
Covenant” (salvation by faith), showing that one is saved first, and then one comes to obedience, or the keeping of
Torah.

Because the covenant that is now in effect is an eternal covenant, the disciple in Messiah can be sure of his
eternal life, since the covenant that has verified thiswill never be put aside. Thus, the discipl€e’ s hope has been made
more sure.

31 Behold, the days come, says YHWH, that | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with
the house of Judah:
32 not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that | took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt; which My covenant they broke, although | was a husband unto them,
says YHWH.
33 Buit thisis the covenant that | will make with the house of Isradl after those days, says YHWH: | will
put My law in their inward parts, and in their heart will | writeit; and | will be their Elohim, and they shall
be My people:

Jeremiah 31:31-33

This new covenant that Y HWH is going to make, is actually a renewed covenant. What YHWH isgoing to
do, according to this passage, is that He is going to take what we know and refer to as the Old Covenant and write it
upon the hearts of His people (both Houses) so that we will be keeping His covenant (commandments) from the
inside, from our heart. He begins to do this when He fills a person with His Spirit. It is the infilling, indwelling
presence of His Spirit that writes His commandments upon our hearts.
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WhereisYeshua now?

The Word of YHWH speaks directly to the question of the present location of Y eshua, after He ascended
into heaven, having been raised from the dead. One issue that is central to understanding where Y eshua is now, is
that of His present office, and what He is doing in the interim before His return. It may not be possible to know
everything that He is presently doing, nor isit really necessary to know at the present time. However, the Scripture
tells enough that the disciple can be strengthened in his spiritual life.

The following references will show that Y eshua has now entered into the Holy Place of heaven, the very
Dwelling Place of YHWH (if indeed He dwells in one place only?).

But Messiah being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and
calves, but by His own Blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us.

Hebrews 9:11, 12

And again;

For Messiah is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of YHWH for us:
Hebrews 9:24

Note that Messiah has now entered the Holy Place in heaven. Here He will enter only one time, and this
onetimewill befor al of mankind. Such isthe perfection of His sacrifice.

In these next verses there is the picture of Messiah seated at the right hand of YHWH. His “being seated”
is symbolic of His having finished His work of redeeming mankind.

When he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
Hebrews 1:3b
And again;

Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on
the right hand of the throne of the Mg esty in the heavens;
Hebrews 8:1

And again;

So then after YHWH had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on theright hand of
YHWH.
Mark 16:19

Y eshua now having entered into the Holy Place of heaven, and taken His place at the right hand of Y HWH,
will remain there until the consummation of the ages. Thiswill be at Hisreturn. Note the when of this next passage
in which YHWH is speaking to the Son.

But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy
footstool ?
Hebrews 1:13

Is the Anti-Messiah not an enemy of Yeshua? Of a certainty he is; therefore, it must be inferred that
Y eshua will remain seated until the time at which He returns to put an end to the Anti-Messiah, and sin, as well.
Thiswill be dealt with more fully in alater chapter.

Now if he were on earth, he would not be apriest at al, seeing there are those who offer the gifts according
to the law;
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Hebrews 8:4

If Yeshua was upon earth, He would not be a priest, for He is not of the tribe of Levi. The Levitica tribe was a
foreshadowing of the priesthood of Messiah. The ministrations of Messiah are not upon earth, rather the
ministrations of Messiah are in the heavenly sanctuary. Understanding this Scriptural truth is essentia to
understanding His current office as Priest.

What istheLaw (Torah)?
One Torah shal be to him that is home born, and to the stranger that sojourns among you.

Shemot [Exodus] 12:49

One Torah for everyone? But isn't there one set of instructions for the Jewish people (the Old Testament or
Covenant) and another set of instructions for the Christians (the New Testament or Covenant)?

Literally, “Torah” means “instruction” or “direction.” The word “Torah” comes from a root word meaning
“to throw, cast or shoot - to hit the mark.” Are you hitting the mark? Do you even know where the mark is? Do you
know what the mark is?

Most people will understand that the TaNaK (Old Testament) and the Brit HaChadashah (New Testament)
are Scripture, or YHWH' sinstructions to His people. But are these the only instructions that He givesto His people?

What will be shown in the remainder of this chapter, is that the Written Scripture is not a complete
understanding of what comprises Torah. And if atalmid (disciple) of Yeshuais to wak in complete obedience to
YHWH, then that Talmid had better have a proper understanding of just exactly what Torah is.

Torah isEternal!
Forever, YHWH, Y our Word stands firm in Heaven.
Tehillim [Psalm] 119:89

That which makes up Torah, YHWH has firmly established in the heavenly abode of YHWH, forever.
Wheat this shows usisthat Torah is Eternal.

And it came about, when Moshe finished writing the words of this Torah in a book until they were
complete...

Devarim [Deuteronomy] 31:24

Note the close intimate link between the word (Hebrew - davar) and the Torah. They are actually inseparable.
Also, please note that this passage of Scripture teaches us that Moshe wrote down the entire Torah; i.e., the
Torah Moshe is complete.

The sum of Y our word is truth, and every one of Y our righteous ordinances is everlasting.
Tehillim [Psalm] 119:160

Truth is everlasting. Truth never ceases to be. Every commandment and ordinance of YHWH, as a vital part of
Torah, iseternal.

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our Elohim stands forever.
Y eshayah [Isaiah] 40:8

The things in the physical realm may wither and pass into oblivion, but YHWH’s word, commandments,
instructions, and ordinances will forever stand.
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Basically, what we have shown in these verses, is that His Torah is eternal; i.e., His Torah is a part of who
Heisand what Heis; and therefore, His Torah has always been and shall alwaysbe. 1t will not pass away!

In the tempora physical world in which we exist, where everything is passing away, having something
Eternal to grasp onto can be comforting. But how do you really take hold of this Torah?

Torah is Set-apart!
So then, the Torah is set-apart, and the commandment is set-apart and righteous and good.
Romans 7:12

The Torah was and is, good and righteous. It is set-apart (holy) because He is set-apart.

When a person acts like the Torah (Law) has been done away with, that person is saying that Torah is not
eternal, that it is not set-apart. That person, in essence, is calling Scripture wrong and alie, thus calling YHWH a
liar. What does your life say about His Torah?

Torah cannot pass away, because Torah is eternal. 'Y HWH made the Torah flesh and He dwelt among us.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Elohim, and Elohim was the Word.
Y ochanan [John] 1:1

Here we see that the Word (the Davar of YHWH, which is synonymous for Torah) is actually just an extension of
YHWH as Elohim.

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as the only begotten from
the Father, full of grace and truth. Y ochanan [John] 1:14

The difference between the Written Torah and Y eshua as the Torah made flesh, is more academic than actual. To
claim that Torah (The Law) has been done away with, is not only foreign to Scripture, but it cannot stand up to
reason. Since Yeshuais our only true Hope of Salvation, if He has been done away with (because He is Torah [in
the flesh]), what hope would we have of any salvation?

However, we know from Scripture that He has not been done away with, for as we have aready shown
from Scripture, Torah is eternal. Therefore, our salvation is securein Him, the Torah made flesh.

Torah isthe Voice of YHWH
When you are in distress and al these things have come upon you, in the latter days, you will return to
YHWH your Elohim and listen to His Voice.

Devarim [Deuteronomy] 4:30

It would do the reader well to read the above passage severa times. Did you? Perhaps you should commit this
passage to memory, so that it truly sinks into the depths of your spirit.

If you read the context of this passage, you will find that Yisrael (Israel) will be taken into captivity dueto
not heeding (obeying) the Voice of YHWH. Furthermore, it will not be until the latter days (that’s now), that we as
anation will truly heed and obey His Voice.

And if that isnow, and it is, then how can we obey His Voice if we cannot hear His VVoice? When was the
last time you heard His Voice? Do you know what His Voice sounds like?

If we aways surround ourselves with the noise of this present darkness (TV, radio, secular music, etc.),
then how isit that we will be able to hear His Voice? Do you want to hear His Voice?

1 "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up
some other way, he is athief and arobber.
2 "But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.
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3 "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name, and
leads them out.

4 "When he puts forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him because they know his
voice.

5 "And a stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice
of strangers.”

Y ochanan [John] 10:1-5

Whose voice do you hear? Whose voice do you obey? Are you following the voice of a stranger and a robber? Or
can you hear the Voice of the Master and obey Him?

So, as we can see, the Law or Torah is valid today because Y eshua is the Torah made flesh, and we want
our salvation and redemption to be valid. So, we need to be listening to His Voice which goes forth today, and
obeying it!
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WhereDo | Fit?

Where does the disciple fit into the family of YHWH?

For the disciple in Messiah to keep his relationship with Y eshua vital, he needs to know where he fits into
the family of YHWH. There are several ways that this can be done. The method used to find one’s place is not
nearly asimportant, asthat it be done.*

The Body of Messiah

The word of YHWH has much to say on this subject. To give the reader a good grasp of this aspect of the
righteous life, only afew verses will belooked at.

To become a part of the body of Messiah, the first requirement is that a person confess Y eshua as Y HWH.
This is done by repenting of the sinsin his life. When a person does this, YHWH imparts forgiveness of sins and
salvation to him (remember the illustration of the drowning man given earlier). Salvation bestows the ability to live
aholy and righteous life in the here and now.

For whosoever shall call upon the name of YHWH shall be saved.
Romans 10:13

Salvation is by the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the disciple, who applies the Blood of Messiah,
forgiving, justifying, regenerating, and adopting. This then enables the person receiving Yeshua to call Him
“ Mma.l)

Wherefore | give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of YHWH calls Y eshua accursed:
and that no man can say that Y eshuais YHWH, but by the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:3

It must be pointed out here, that it is only by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, that a person can say that
Yeshuais YHWH. The truth becomes more pointed when dealing with the popular teaching mentioned earlier, that
at some time in the future, the world will come under the Old Covenant again and people will be saved under that
system. Since within that popular thought the Holy Spirit is removed from the earth at that time, no person would be
able to be saved. Those teaching this position seem not to understand that even those living under the old covenant
(before Messiah), were also saved by the grace of YHWH through faith.

That teaching discounts the reality of this verse. The truth of the matter is, that even under the old system of
Law, the Holy Spirit was present and active in the lives of YHWH'’s people. Even under the Law, salvation was
through faith, not by works. If the Holy Spirit would be removed from the earth and could not minister in a person’s
life, it would then become a spiritual and physical impossibility for a person to be saved.

After a person has received the gift of eternal life, he then becomes a part of YHWH’s family. YHWH
now has a special place for him, although this new life in Messiah does not guarantee that everything in his life will
now be good and perfect.

For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which

2Most pastors and Bible teachers have access to a spiritual gifts test. These are also available at most Bible book stores. It
would do the reader well to take one of these tests to discover what spiritual gifts YHWH has given to him for the edification of
the Body of Messiah. This should be done in a prayerful manner, depending upon the Holy Spirit to lead, guide, and reveal
what gifts you have, realizing that the test is only a tool to be used by the Holy Spirit. It is not the test which is doing the
revealing.
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shall berevededin us.
Romans 8:18

However, YHWH has a place for those who endure® to the end that will far surpass any hardship,
suffering, or unpleasantness that heis called to endure in thislife. Furthermore, that glory He has reserved for those
who call upon the name of Y eshua unto salvation, far surpasses any glory, magnificence, or pleasure one can find
and partake of in thislife.

Presently, YHWH has a unique place for each and every person. He has designed His kingdom in such a
way that each person has a special place YHWH made just for him or her.

But all these work that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will.
1 Corinthians 12:11

But now has YHWH set the members every one of them in the body, asit has pleased Him.
1 Corinthians 12:18

The plan that YHWH has for each individual is very specific. It is aso for His purpose, which is the
building of the Kingdom of Heaven. While it may be true that the general ministry Y HWH has for each person may
be done by someone else if he fails to accomplish that which YHWH has called him to do, it is not true that
someone else can reach and minister to each and every person that isin that person’s circle of influence. However,
YHWH is dtill sovereign and He will see to it that the message is brought by someone else. In fact, He will have to
delegate to many other people, the ministry of the person who does not walk in the fullness of YHWH’swill. This
is pointed out, not to put one under bondage, but rather, to point out the importance of walking in the fullness of the
Spirit.

Paul, speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, teaches about the need to stay close to YHWH by
obeying Him. One’s continual obedience to the Holy Spirit ensures his continued relationship with the family of
YHWH.

WEell; because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear: For
if YHWH spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not you. Behold therefore the
goodness and severity of YHWH: on them which fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue
in His goodness. otherwise you also shall be cut off.

Romans 11:20-22*

It is imperative that each disciple understand that, while there are choices, eternal choices which one makes every
day, it is YHWH who reserves the right to determine the consequences of those eternal choices that each person
makes.

As the Children of Israel discovered at Kadesh Barnea, as they came up to the Promised Land, it was
because of their disobedience and unbelief, that YHWH would not allow them to enter His promised land. (See
Hebrews 3:16-19; 4:6.) They were till His children, as He till led them in and through the wilderness. He led
them by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. What they received was some very severe discipline
from YHWH as a result of their disobedience. But they were still His people. What they failed to do, was to walk
in His grace through faith. They tried to do it by sight. This resulted in unbelief and disobedience. To avoid this
type of discipline, obedienceto YHWH isrequired. Thisis not to say that a person earns, or can earn, his way into

3As the writer to the Hebrews puts it, “...what you have need of is endurance.” (Hebrews 10:36). James (1:4), Paul (Romans
5:3), and Peter (2 Peter 1:6), all speak of the need for endurance (perseverance) and the importance it has in the life of the
follower of Yeshua.

“The context of this passage is dealing with the tame olive branches (the house of Judah) and the wild olive branches (the
house of Ephraim). He is writing to those descendants of the wild olive branch, because they were separated from the tree and
were being grafted back in. Paul is warning his readers to stay true to Elohim, or else He will break them off again, just as their
fathers before them were broken off. The implication of being “cut off,” is that there will be severe pruning by YHWH, perhaps
even unto death.
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eterna life, but that YHWH will do whatever is necessary to ensure that those who belong to Him, will bein eternity
with Him.*
This promiseis further addressed in Romans 8.

Who shall separate us from the love of Messiah? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Asit is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
that loved us. For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shal be able to
separate us from the love of YHWH, whichisin Messiah Y eshua our YHWH.

Romans 8:35-39

In this passage, there are several things listed which deal with what or who might try to separate the
follower of Yeshua from His love. The first question deals with “who.” The next question deals with
circumstances. In al of these things, disciples don't just conquer, but overwhelmingly conquer. That's some good
news! Itispossibleto liveavictorious life in the here and now!

The list that followsin the above passage, deals with all the things with which His disciples deal, and which
affect them daily. Beginning with the physical (“death, nor life”), the passage of Scripture continues with the
spiritual (“angels, nor principalities’), then the time given to them (“things present, nor things to come”), then the
authority they have or the authority over them (“powers’), then the spatial redlity they live in (“height, nor depth”);
and then he concludes with a very profound truth. “Any other creature” (created thing) implies at least two
principles. The firgt, is that the previously mentioned items that cannot separate His followers from the love of
Messiah are all created things. Upon examination of that list, it is found to be true. Secondly, anything absent from
that list which is created, cannot separate a person from the love of Messiah.

Sin iswhat separated man from YHWH in the first place and brought about the necessity of a Savior. Sinis
what separates men from YHWH now, and it is the only thing that can separate men from YHWH. Sin is not
created, rather it is rebellion against YHWH; thus, its absence from the list in the above verse. Furthermore, left
unconfessed and unrepented of, it will always separate man from YHWH. If a sinner is unrepentant, then
separation, final and eternal, will occur. However, the sacrifice which Y eshua paid for the sins of mankind is more
than sufficient to deliver each and every person from sin. Sin is no longer one's master, rather Y eshuais now one's
Master. That is, with the understanding that, that person has repented of his or her sins, believed on Him, and is now
keeping His commandments.

TheMarriage of the Lamb

The misunderstandings surrounding the Biblical concept of the marriage of the Lamb are many. In this
section the true meaning and doctrine of Scripture will be examined.

Thefirst Scriptureisfound in all three synoptic Gospels.

For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as
the angels which are in heaven.
Mark 12:25
Also Matthew 22:30; Luke 20:35

One of the plain truths of Scripture, isthat Y eshua (Messiah) taught, that after a person is resurrected, they
neither marry nor are they given in marriage. In that culture, at that time, it was the man who was married and the
woman who was given in marriage. And how this applies to the marriage of the Lamb, is that once those who have
repented of their sins are resurrected, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage. This must certainly include
not only to each other, but also to the Lamb Himself (who was the one speaking at this moment).

B There seem to be those cases in which a person is a child of YHWH, but because of his disobedience, YHWH disciplines him;
and in some cases, that discipline is even unto death. This may be the only way by which YHWH can preserve that individual’s
eternal life. But this is, of course, not to suggest that every person will be saved, or that every person who dies is saved, or that
a person that seems to die early dies because YHWH is disciplining him. This is only dealing with those who actually have
repented of their sins and have been “sealed unto the day of redemption.”
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Then in John 2 (verses 1,2,11) we find this recorded for our edification.

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Yeshua was there:
And both Y eshuawas called, and his disciples, to the marriage.
John 2: 1,2

This beginning of miracles did Yeshua in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and
his disciples believed on him. John 2:11

In verse 11, we find that this was the “beginning of miracles,” or literaly, the “beginning of signs.” And
what isa sign? Look at the “sign of Jonah” as an example of a sign. This was a historical fact that was used to
teach afuture truth. A sign is something that has happened in the physical world and will happen again in a spiritual
context.

Thisisthe “beginning” of those signs (John lists seven signs in his Gospel.). It was the third day on which
this wedding took place. It was the third day'® on which Messiah arose from the grave. And who were “called” to
the wedding? Verse two says that it was Yeshua (Messiah) and His disciples. So also, it was Yeshua and His
disciples who were wed on the third day, the very moment at which He arose from the dead.

What is seen in these verses, is that the wedding had already taken place when Messiah arose, and all His
disciples were called to the wedding.

Please note, that the actual celebration of this union does not happen until later, when all people will be
gathered together, on the “third day,” (in the third millennium). Right now, we are at the very beginning of the third
millennium.

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made herself ready.
Revelation 19:7

One important note here, isthe use of the word “wife” instead of the word “bride,” indicating that the Lamb
and the “wife”’ are already wed at the time of the marriage supper of the Lamb.

To answer the question of why this must be, one only needs to look into the book of Ruth and learn the
story of redemption. Ruth’s husband had died and Naomi, Ruth’s widowed mother-in-law, and Ruth went back to
Israel. Naomi instructed Ruth to go and glean from a certain field which belonged to one of her nearest kinsman (of
her late husband). She did so, and as a result, she met Boaz. He did not have the first right of redemption, but he
secured it legaly in the gate of the city. Boaz then redeemed Ruth. This meant that they were married. In this
context, “to be married” and “to be redeemed” mean the same thing.

So also, it means the same thing in the context of a person repenting of his sins, and then believing and
accepting Y eshua as his personal Savior. When Y eshua redeems a person, he is then wed to Him at that moment.
Redemption and salvation, while not exactly the same thing in Scripture, are very close.

The Creator intended that the union of a man and a woman produce offspring in abundance. But this was to be
done in the context and confines of the marriage relationship. Otherwise, any offspring would be illegitimate and
ingligible to enter the assembly of the congregation (see Deut. 23:2).

And how does this affect “when” the wedding took place? If it has not aready taken place, then the
spiritual offspring of YHWH and the bride are illegitimate. But they are not! Please take note of the following
VErses.

My little children, of whom | travail in birth again until Messiah be formed in you.
Galatians 4:19

Notice that Paul, a man, isin travail as awoman. Thisis so, because all of redeemed mankind is likened
unto that of awoman (wife/bride of the Lamb) in the spiritual realm, because they are wed to the Lamb. (Seealso 2
Thess. 3:8.) This does not make all disciples women; it is only a comparison, teaching us a truth that seems to be
seldom understood.

Furthermore, in Ephesians 5:31,32, we find that this union has taken place, and that Messiah and the body

18 1t will be the third day on which Yeshua returns for His Bride (Wife).
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have become “one flesh.”

Also, Messiah indicates in John 16:20-22, that this concept applies to al disciples, and that they are in
travail, and will be so engaged until He returns, at which time they will be past the “childbearing” years.

One quick note: there is a difference between a wedding feast, which takes place at the time of the actual
wedding ceremony, and a marriage supper, which can be at any time after the wedding. In fact, today in our society,
we would call a marriage supper, an anniversary celebration. It is atime of commemorating a lifetime together and
looking forward to more good years. So when we find in Scripture these words: And he saith unto me, “Write,
‘Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.”” And he saith unto me, “These are the
true sayings of YHWH.” (Rev. 19:9 KJV), we know that it is referring to a celebration of something that already
exists, namely, arelationship between Y eshua and His bride.

So the conclusion is this: The wedding has already taken place, but the marriage supper is still future tense.

TheBride of Messiah
The body (Yisragl) isthe bride (wife) of Messiah. It will be at Hisreturn that Yisrael will be called forth to
take her place at the side of Y eshua.

And at midnight there was a cry made, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.”
Matthew 25:6

Who: There are certain character traits which should be cultivated in thislife. The first of these, which is
mentioned in this passage, isthat of being watchful.

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
Matthew 25:13

Since it is not known what day Y eshua is to return, one needs to be ready aways. It isimportant that one live his
life in such amanner that it will always be edifying to others and glorifying to Y HWH.

Y eshua admonishes His disciples earlier in this discourse, that it is the person who lives hislife al the way
to the end of the tribulation who shall be saved. Thisisthe end of the age, at which time Messiah returns. However,
since one does not know when this tribulation time will begin, it is important to have the attitude of enduring at all
times.

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
Matthew 24:13

The endurance of the disciple during the tribulation hinges upon his ability to fix his eyes upon Y eshua, by
faith; not allowing all the many distractions of this world to draw his attention away from the race, which is set
before him.

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
looking unto Y eshua the author and finisher of our faith;

Hebrews 12:1,2a

Closely tied to these characteristics, are the two about which Y eshua teaches in the parable of the talents.
The two mentioned here seem to go together and complement one another.

His master said unto him, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few
things, | will make you ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy master.”
Matthew 25:21, (23)

While the prominent characteristic displayed by the slave is that of faithfulness, this would not be to the
dave' s advantage unless he was agood slave. It is possible to be faithful in things that are not righteous. Therefore,
the need to be good and faithful becomes evident.

Yeshua teaches His disciples, then and now, that it is the one who loves Him, who keeps His
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commandments (keeps Torah) (John 14:15, 21). His disciples prove their love for YHWH by obeying Him.
Without this obedience in their lives, there is nothing for them to show that they truly love YHWH.

The opposite of the obedience in the life of adisciple, is the disobedience in the life of the “non-disciple.”
Disobedience has very serious implications. When Y eshua returns, one thing that He will do, is to pay to those who
do not know YHWH, and to those who do not obey YHWH, their just rewards for the evils they have done.

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not YHWH, and that obey not the gospel of
our Master Y eshuaMessiah: 2 Thessalonians 1:8

The consequence of disobedience manifests itself by disqualifying a person from participating in the marriage
supper of the Lamb, since one who disobeys is punished and not rewarded.

A disciple who is watchful, patient (endures), keeps his eyes on Yeshua, is good, faithful, and obedient,
will be able to live as an overcomer, and his love for Yeshua will remain the first love of his life. If the love for
Y eshua does not keep its prominent position of being first, then he will be like the five foolish virgins (Matthew 25)
who took no oil with them, thus they could not enter.

Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else | will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

Revelation 2:4, 5

Here is found the only remedy for sin. In order to be redeemed into that state of grace, that person must
repent of hissins and call upon Y eshua

Where: There are certain things that can be known about the bride (wife) of Messiah. One of these, is that
after Messiah returns for those who belong to Him, they shall be where Heis.

Andif | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where |
am, there ye may be also.
John 14:3

One of the common assumptions made concerning this passage of Scripture, is that this will be in heaven.
But Yeshua did not say that. If He would have meant that, having spoken of heaven on other occasions, He
probably would have used the term “heaven.” Since Yeshua will be on earth'” when He returns, it may be more
correct to say that His disciples will be there at His side. The significant aspect of what He is teaching His disciples
here, isthat wherever He is, that is where they shall be (i.e., on earth).

Itisinthislifethat a person will accept or reject Y eshua as his personal Savior. If aperson accepts Y eshua
Messiah by repenting of his sins and asking His forgiveness, then He comes and makes His abode with him. He
comes and resides in the heart of the penitent. Y eshuaiswith them. Thiswill continue into the next life. Itisinthe
heart of man, particularly adisciple, wherein is the eternal residence of an Almighty YHWH. Yes, thereis aheaven,
but when Y eshua returns to earth, He will not be in heaven. The important point here is not so much the exact
location of the Bridegroom or the bride, but rather that they are together.

Y eshua answered and said unto him, “If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
John 14:23

Notice that this is spoken in the present tense. This iswhat will happen to a disciple when he repents and lives for
Yeshua. Not at some vague future time, but right now, He will be with us.

When: The Bridegroom must come for His bride before the marriage supper can take place. It will be
upon the return of Messiah that the bride is received unto the Bridegroom, and goes into the marriage supper.

YRead and study Acts 1:9-11 and Zechariah 14:4, both of which teach that His return will be to the Mount of Olives.
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And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to
the marriage: and the door was shut.

Matthew 25:10

Those who are ready to enter the marriage supper when Y eshua returns, will be able to receive the promise
of eternal life. Those outside the marriage supper when the door is closed, will be forever lost.

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, “Master, master, open to us.” But he answered
and said, “Verily | say unto you, | know you not.”
Matthew 25:11, 12

It is important to note when discussing the “when” of Yeshua's return, the placement of this event in the
book of Revelation. Itisin chapter 19 when He returns and His wife (bride) is complete.
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Empowered for Service

“What is the purpose of life?” This is probably the most universally asked question by mankind.
Disciples pose the question thus, “What is YHWH’s will for me?” Within His word are some principles that apply
to every person. This chapter will look at some of those principles.

The Great Commission

The Great Commission isfound in all three synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) aswell as the book of
Acts (chapter 1). All three places in which thisis recorded are basically the same, with only minor differences. This
chapter will look at the one found in Matthew.

And Yeshua came and spoke unto them, saying, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Go yetherefore, and teach al nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe al things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, behold, |
am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Matthew 28:18-20

Y eshua gave this commission to all believing disciples, His body. The body is commanded to teach
everything that Messiah taught them. They are to teach all nations these truths so that they may become His
disciples as well. This making of disciplesisto continue to the “end of the age” 18 by the body. Y eshua promised
that He would be with the body all the way to the “end.” Y eshua made no alowance for the body to stop the
disciple-making process before the “end of the age.” The “end of the age” is at the return of Messiah."

TheHoly Spirit

The Holy Spirit in the life of the disciple is his guarantee of eternal life. Without this presencein the life of
the disciple it would be impossible to enter into eternal life. The Spirit is the one who enables the disciple to live
according to the will of YHWH. Even though it is the Holy Spirit that gives gifts to be used to further the kingdom
of YHWH, He s still the one who is ministering, not the disciple.

'8 The end of the age is the end of the millennium. Compare Matthew 13 with Revelation 20. Yeshua taught that there was to
be NO separation between the disciples and non-disciples until the end of the age. Revelation 20 gives us a description of this
separation at the end of the millennium.

®The end of the disciple-making process is not seven years before He returns. It is not three and one-half years before He
returns. It is not one day before He returns at the end of the age. It is all the way to the end of the age. This is a clear
indication that His disciples will be present all the way through the tribulation making disciples. No other group has been given
this task. There are those who teach that this task has been given to the 144,000 Israelites who evangelize the world during the
tribulation. But in those two places in the book of Revelation (7:1-8; 14:1-5) the only activity attributed to them by the
Scripture is the act of worship, and that before the throne of YHWH. No place in Scripture does one find them evangelizing the
world. In addition to this, the passage found in chapter seven, also includes people from every tribe in the world. The first
word of verse 9 in the Greek, is a primary preposition denoting accompaniment. So what we see, is that there is a great
multitude which no man could count, which includes the 144,000 Israelites. The number 144,000 is itself very symbolic, for it
consists of: 12 x 12 x 1000. The number twelve is the number of eternal perfection (twelve tribes), and in this case it is squared
(the New Jerusalem is “squared” and has twelve gates) giving the number greater significance. Also, it should be noted that the
number 12 is the product of the numbers 3 x 4. The number 3 is the number of houses within the Nation of Yisrael (Y’hudah,
Ephrayim, and Levi) and the number 4 is the number of the world (four seasons, four compass points, four elements). Then
multiplied to that is the number 1000, which is the number for a millennium (or eternity itself). So, the symbolism of this
number is saying that every person who can possibly get saved, will, in fact, get saved. None will be lost that could have been
saved. That is the symbolic meaning of the number 144,000.
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For it is YHWH which works in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
Philippians 2:13

The Holy Spirit is ministering in the life of the disciple. It isthe Spirit of truth that teaches those who have
been adopted into the family of YHWH. The Spirit even teaches one what he ought to say.

For the Holy Spirit shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.
Luke 12:12

Not only isthe ministry of the Holy Spirit in the disciple, but this ministry is also through the disciple. This
ministry of the Holy Spirit through the life of the disciple is to other disciples and to those who have not yet
accepted Messiah astheir personal Savior.

Now YHWH of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

For | will not presume to speak of anything except what Messiah has accomplished through me,
resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed.
Romans 15:18 (NAS)

In another place, the Holy Spirit speaks through the apostle Paul about the body of Messiah (the disciples).

One Elohim and Father of al, who is above all, and through al, and in you all.
Ephesians 4.6

Y eshua tells His disciples that He will send the Holy Spirit upon them; all they have to do is to wait for it
before they do anything.

And, behold, | send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
until ye be endued with power from on high.
Luke 24:49

Once they have received the Holy Spirit, then the commission which Y eshua gave to them is to be carried
out. They now have the power to do what Yeshua has sent them to do. Without the Holy Spirit it would be
impossible to be an effective witness for Y eshua.

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Acts1:8

In order to grasp the full significance of the following section of this chapter, one must understand that it is
YHWH, in the form of the Holy Spirit (or more correctly, the Spirit of the Holy One), who is now in control of the
life of the disciple. This, of course, is completely voluntary on the part of the disciple, and the disciple can retake
control of his own life at any time (why some do thisis completely beyond my understanding). However, once this
has been brought to light in one's heart and mind, then one can see the real possibility of being ableto live a life as
Y eshualived.

Like Messiah

The ministry of the Holy Spirit is not only to empower for service (witnessing is included in this), but also
to enable the disciple of Yeshua to live as He did, empowered for life and service. The holy life of Yeshua is
duplicated in the life of each of Hisfollowers, asthey walk the straight and narrow way.

Righteousness is the key to understanding the prophecies concerning His return. As will be shown, the
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word of YHWH teaches those who believe on YHWH/Y eshua, to be like Him in word and deed. Y eshua stated that
those who believed in Him would do the same works that He was doing, and not only these, but greater works as
well (John 14:12). This means “greater” in quantity rather than quality, for there are many disciples, but only one
Yeshua. This can only become areality if a person is filled with the Spirit of Messiah (Holy Spirit). Once filled
with the Holy Spirit, a person then begins a lifelong maturation process. Philippians 4:13 states, “| can do all things
through Him [Messiah] who strengthens me.” This knowledge does not necessarily come to the new person in
Messiah. More likely, it comes to him who has walked in obedient love to Y eshua and is continually making Him,
YHWH, Master of hislife. As aresult, he will continually become more and more like Y eshua as the days of his
life arelived for Him.

YHWH'’s love:  YHWH has given His disciples a Helper, the Holy Spirit. He gives His own Spirit
because of Hislove and care for those who have received the forgiveness of sins that Y eshua provided, through His
death and resurrection, for al men (not that all shall be saved, but that al have the possibility to be saved). This
Helper, Yeshua has asked from the Father, on behalf of al disciples, that they might know those things that are
freely given to them.

And | will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you
for ever;
John 14:16

Not only has He given His own Spirit, but He has given the Spirit to His disciples forever. So even into eternity,
they will still have this Helper, the Holy Spirit.
YHWH caresfor His children so much, that He even has the hairs on his head numbered.

But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
Matthew 10:30

This means, that not only does YHWH know how many hairs are upon your head, but also that He knows hair
number 43 from hair number 578 (if one has that many hairs on his head). He knows one hair from another! If
indeed, YHWH cares for those who are created in His own image, so much so that He has all the hairs numbered on
his head, then certainly it must be realized that He loved and cared for the same, so as to diein their place.

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Messiah died for the unrighteous.
Romans 5:6

Since Adam’s race was not able to help itself, YHWH did what man could not: He paid the penalty for sin (death),
and provided the means for life (eternal life). Mankind was helpless. Now, however, a member of Adam’s race
who receives this new life which Messiah has purchased upon the cross, is no longer helpless, but rather, helped by
the Helper.

One of the things that is of concern to Y eshua, is the deception foisted upon those who belong to Him, by
those who are His enemies. So Yeshuatold His disciples ahead of time, that there would be anti-Messiahs and the
Anti-Messiah.

“For false messiahs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to
mislead, if possible, even the elect. Behold, | have told you in advance.”
Matthew 24:24, 25 (NAS)

Not only did He tell His disciplesin advance, but He aso gave them the Holy Spirit, who will teach them
who the Anti-Messiah is.

Little children, it is the last time: and as you have heard that anti-Messiahs shall come, even now are
there many anti-Messiahs; whereby we know that it is the last time. But you have an unction from the
Holy One, and you know all things. But the anointing which you have received of Him abides in you,
and you need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teaches you of al things, and is
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truth, and isno lie, and even as it has taught you, you shall abide in Him.
1 John 2:18, 20, 27

The significance of this ministry of the Holy Spirit has been seen repeatedly in history as many anti-
Messiahs have arisen and deceived many. However, the true body of Messiah has not been deceived. So it shall be
in the last days just prior to the return of Y eshua; He shall teach His own who the Anti-Messiah is, so His followers
might not be deceived.

To help His children in discerning who is from YHWH and who is of the enemy, they are directed to test
the spirits.

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of YHWH: because many
false prophets are gone out into the world.
1 John 4:1

To recognize the effectiveness of this principle, one must understand that this truth is from YHWH. He isthe one
who commanded His followers to do the testing. One cannot, and will not, offend YHWH or hurt His feelings if
onetests aspirit and findsit to be from YHWH. But if one tests a spirit and finds it to be from the enemy, the Devil,
then that one has been spared hurt and heartache in his own life because of his obedience to YHWH’s word. But
when one tests a spirit and that spirit is not from YHWH, the common reaction from that spirit will be one of
indignation, sometimes even hostility, and occasionally, averbal or physical attack. A verbal onslaught may take on
the form of, “How dare you test the Spirit of YHWH!” But heislying, for heis about to be found out, and is trying
to manipulate the person into backing down from the test, in order that the deception may continue.

YHWH’s love and concern is finally expressed by teaching that, when He does return, no one will need to
tell another that He has come back. Each person will know it. Saved or unsaved! To those who are saved, He says,

Then if any man shall say unto you, behold, hereis Messiah, or there; believe it not.
Matthew 24:23

Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in
the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even unto
the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

Matthew 24:26, 27

As isrecorded here by Matthew, Y eshua taught that His disciples should not believe anyone who said that
Y eshua was in any particular place other than where Scripture says He is. Furthermore, Y eshua taught the type of
return His would be. To assure that there would be no misunderstandings, He used the analogy of lightning. Here
He is not referring to the quickness of His return. He is referring to the universal visibility of it. When lightning
flashes, no one needs to tell you that the lightning flashed, even though you may be indoors, with the door shut and
the curtains drawn. For one of the phenomenon that always occurs with a lightning strike, is thunder. And the
closer the lightning strike, the louder the thunder. So aso, when Y eshua returns, no one will need to tell another
individual that it is Y eshua coming. Like the lightning, all will know that it is Yeshua. It will be that plain, visible
to all, disciples and unbelievers aike. Just as the lightning flashes upon disciple and unbeliever, and makes no
distinction between them, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.

One of the current popular teachings is the belief in a secret coming of Y eshua, in which He comes for the
disciples only. But, in addition to the previous verse discussed, does not Y eshua teach in these verses that He will
not come secretly (inner rooms), but rather, openly and visibly? What is on€’ s reaction to be towards those who say,
“Heisininner rooms?’ The “inner rooms’*° spoken of here, were rooms which usually had no exterior walls, in the
typical Hebrew home. Furthermore, only those of that home knew where the entrance to that room was located and
how to go into it. Yeshua says that He is not there, but rather, out in the open for al to have access to. Heis not
coming to “inner rooms,” of which only those of the household of faith will know. No, He is teaching that His

%\ Matthew 6:6 in the Sermon on the Mount, Yeshua in teaching His disciples uses the phrase “inner room” to describe a
place of “secret” prayer. This is consistent with what is found in Matthew 24:26; “inner room” signifying secrecy.
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coming will be open, visible to all. He says that His people are not to believe those who teach that He is coming
secretly.
To all of creation YHWH says,

That at the name of Y eshua every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and thingsin earth, and
things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Y eshua Messiah is YHWH, to the glory of
Y HWH the Father.

Philippians 2:10, 11

There is a day coming, in which every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess Yeshua as Y HWH.
Some will receive eternal life, because they have chosen to make Him Elohim now; and some will receive eternal
damnation, because they have chosen not to make Him Elohim of their lives now.

YHWH’swill: Since this subject can take up an entire book, only alimited aspect will be seen here as it
relates to living a righteous life in the context of the last days. The Holy Spirit admonishes today, to listen to and
heed the word of YHWH.

Wherefore (as the Holy Spirit says), Today if you will hear His Voice,
Hebrews 3:7

If one is to have any hope of a victorious life at all, he must listen to and obey the Holy Spirit, who has
been given to him as his Helper. And this must be from the heart. It cannot be only outwardly. If a person begins
to refuse to listen to and to heed His Voice, then the cycle of a hardening of the heart begins to take place. If this
cycle is not broken by repentance and obedience, then the final state will be total apostasy for those who do not
know YHWH, which will result in eternal damnation. And for those who have truly repented, it will result in severe
discipline. Listening to, and obedience of, His Voice, are mandatory requirements for knowing and understanding
YHWH’swill (Torah).

The second aspect of YHWH's will in living a righteous life, is the sanctification of the disciple. Here
again, what we will look at will be brief, as it relates to the last days. The first Scripture deals with sanctification
and eternd life.

But now being made free from sin, and become servants to Y HWH, you have your fruit unto holiness,
and the end everlasting life.
Romans 6:22

The implication in this verse concerning sanctification, is that without it, one will not gain eternal life. A
disciple being freed from the power of sin (nature) in hislifeisthe normal life that Y HWH has for His children.

For thisisthewill of YHWH, even your sanctification,
1 Thessalonians 4:3a

This verse states plainly, that it is YHWH’ swill for one to be sanctified. Of course, refusing YHWH’ s will
is sin, and this will bring the discipline of YHWH. If a disciple follows the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Spirit will lead him into the experience of sanctification, even though that person may not know what to call the
experience.

The entirety of the Scripture bears out the desire that YHWH has for His people to be obedient. It is His
desire and will for His creation to choose to obey Him.

Wherefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
Philippians 2:12

It isthe will of YHWH for each person to hear and to obey the Voice of YHWH. Obedience isthe key to

living alife like Messiah lived. This obedience must be practiced daily if it is to bear the fruit of a holy life. This
should not be taken to mean that salvation is by works. However, it is part of the maturing process in the disciple’s

36



life. If thisis practiced consistently, then the disciple will be able to discern good and evil.

But strong meat belongs to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Hebrews 5:14

Consistent obedience will equip the disciple to see what is good and what is evil. Satan deceived Eve into
believing that the way to be able to discern good and evil, was by the experiencing of evil; thiswas aliethen, and is
gtill alie today, which Satan still uses. One cannot learn to discern evil by doing evil. One can only discern evil by
doing what is right and good, by doing YHWH’ s will, by listening to and obeying His Voice.

The Anti-Messiah, being evil, will then be seen for who and what he is, for the disciple who is obedient to
the word of YHWH will be trained to see clearly. Thistraining is not to be a substitute for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit in the disciple'slife, but rather it isto be used in conjunction with it.

YHWH’s sons: Having asked for and received the forgiveness Y HWH offers through His Son Y eshua, a
person is adopted into YHWH’ s family. He becomes ajoint heir with Messiah, one of His children, His son. Adam
was the son of YHWH, but lost this position because of his disobedience (sin). He, as one who repents even today,
was restored to the place of grace by ablood sacrifice. This restoration does not entitle one to privileges that exceed
those of His Son. Even though those who repent and confess are joint heirs; Y eshuais still the Head. As such, they
are required to submit to Him.

And has put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the body,
Ephesians 1.22

As the Son of the Most High, being the Head of the body, and the Savior, His followers cannot be greater
than Heis. Since He is the One who has sent His disciples into the world as a witness to it, they are to be like Him
if they are to be effective witnesses for Him.

Amein, amein, | say to you, The servant is not greater than his master; neither he that is sent greater
than he that sent him. John 13:16

The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.
Luke 6:40

In fact, it is enough for adisciple in Messiah to be like Him, not in just afew things, but in al things. This
certainly includes being like Him in His sufferings and His death. After a disciple begins to understand his
responsibility to practice being like Messiah, with the help of the Holy Spirit, then he will begin to see the plan
YHWH has for salvation of the world.

YHWH’s plan: YHWH has made known to His disciples, His unique plan for mankind. That plan
includes the salvation of man. It is within YHWH’s plan that a person can be at peace with Him now. The
requirement for that peace to be areality in a person’slife, isfor that person to ask for and receive His forgiveness.

Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as the world gives, give | unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
John 14:27

The peace which Y eshua gives, is a peace which the world does not know, and cannot take away from the
disciple. However, this peace which YHWH gives, puts one at odds with the world. Therefore, one cannot be at
peace with the world and be at peace with YHWH simultaneously.

If the world hates you, you know that it hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the
world would love his own; but because you are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.
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John 15:18, 19

Understanding the difference in the peace that one receives from YHWH (as opposed to peace with the
world) is paramount to grasping one's relation to YHWH and his relation in and to the world. The following was
written by this author while attending Bible College.

Worldly peace is directly linked to self-interest,
Which initself brings conflict.

Thisin turn is self-defeating,

And the final end isno peace at al.

However, heavenly peaceis directly linked to interest in others,
Which, in YHWH, vanquishes conflict.

Thisin turnis self-denial,

And thefinal end is peace with all!

Because a person cannot be at peace with both Y HWH and the world, he will suffer certain thingsif heis at
peace with YHWH. Y eshua even goes so far, as to tell those who believe in Him what to expect in advance, so they
will not be surprised and caught off guard. One of the things His disciples can expect is persecution.

Remember the word that | said unto you, the servant is not greater than his Master. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also.
John 15:20

Y eshua warns us that, because He is the Head and His disciples are under Him, because they are to be like
Him in all things, because the world hated Y eshua, because the world persecuted Him, then anyone who takes the
name of Yeshua will be treated as He was, and that person will experience many of the same things as Y eshua
experienced. The disciple should even expect these things to happen to him.

These things | have spoken unto you, that in Me you might have peace. In the world you shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world.
John 16:33

One of the truths about tribulation that is often overlooked, is its purpose. It has built into its very nature,
the attribute of separating, and in this case, separating the unrighteous from the righteous. The Romans used a
device called a“tribulum” in the threshing of grain. Its sole purpose was to separate the chaff from the grain. It was
athick plank with a seat for the driver. This was pulled by a mule or ox over the grain. As the plank was pulled
over thegrain, it applied pressure upon it and would knock the chaff loose. Thiswas repeated until all the chaff was
knocked loose.”* This reveals the nature of tribulation, which comes from the Latin, “tribulum.” So it is, during
those final years before the return of Yeshua, pressure shall be applied in such a way as to cause each person to
make his own choice in regards to whom he shall serve. This is the purpose of tribulation - to separate the false
from the true.

In this next passage we find a truth which is closely related to the previous one.

| have given them thy word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even

as | am not of the world. | pray not that Y ou should take them out of the world, but that Y ou should keep
them fromthe evil. They are not of the world, even as| am not of the world.
John 17:14-16

21”Everyday Life in Babylon and Assyria,” by Georges Contenau, pub. W. W. Norton & Co.,1966, page 52.
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Y eshua prays for those who believe in Him, and He says that they shall be hated because they have
received the word of YHWH (obeyed). Yeshua also asks the Father not to take them out of the world. Rather,
Y eshua asks the Father to “keep” them. The Greek word here is TEREQ, which means “to preserve,” astrandated in
1 Thessalonians 5:23. Literaly, it means “to guard from loss by keeping an eye upon.”

What Yeshua is praying for His disciples, is that they would not be removed from the world, as they are
His witnesses to the world; but rather, that the Father would protect them in the persecution and tribulation that they
will have to endure. Notice that there are no provisions for a particular tribulation,?® including the “Great
Tribulation.” His disciples who are living just prior to the time of His return must not think that they will be spared
some suffering in this world. Any suffering that a disciple is called upon to endure, no matter how acute, will not
compare to the suffering that Y eshua did upon the cross. Thisincludes the suffering of those in the great tribulation.
To think one will be spared suffering, is to elevate oneself above the Master, considering the suffering He went
through. Since it is enough for the dlave (disciple) to be like the master (Y eshua), one should expect to suffer
tribulation and persecution as Y eshua did, even to the point of death.

**There are three different contexts in Scripture in which the word “tribulation” is used. In the broadest senseit is
used as that time from the foundation of the Body until Y eshuareturns. So every person who has believed on the
name of Y eshua has gone through tribulation. (See Matthew 13:21; John 16:33; Acts 14:22 and many others). The
next context is also known as Daniel’ s “ seventieth week” (also known as “ Jacob’ strouble,” Jeremiah 30:7) or the
last seven years before Y eshuareturns. The third context is known as the “ great tribulation,” which is the last three
and one-half years before Y eshuareturns. Thisis mentioned only twicein Scripture (Matthew 24:21 and Revelation
9:14), with that particular phrase, “great tribulation.”
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Section 111

What Is The Blessed Hope?

The answer to the question which the title to this section asks, will in large part determine how one views
the return of Messiah. Those who believe and teach a pre-tribulation, pre-millennial rapture, generally hold that the
“Blessed Hope” of the body, is the event of Messiah’s return. However, taking a good, honest look at the following
Scriptures, one will begin to understand that the only Hope of the body of Messiah, the only Hope of the individual
disciple, can only be in Yeshua Messiah Himself, as a person, not an event. The first chapter of this section will
deal with that question specifically. The chapters that follow will then build upon that foundation. Keeping an open
and honest mind is the key to understanding the truths that follow.
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Chapter 10

The Person

[I pray that] the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of hisinheritance in the saints,
Ephesians 1:18

What we will show in this chapter, is that the “blessed hope” of His body is a person, not an event. That
person is'Y eshua Messiah, the Son Incarnate.

The condition prayed for in the above verse, is that they might know the hope in which they are called, by
the enlightenment of their hearts. This enlightenment comes from and through the Holy Spirit in their lives. The
implication of this verseis, that without the enlightenment spoken of, it is not possible to know what is the “hope of
His calling.” Upon further examination of the enlightenment spoken of in the above verse, the apostle John (1:9)
records that Y eshua, the true light, “enlightens every man.” The difference between those who have and know this
Hope and those who don't, is the acceptance or regjection of Y eshua as Master and Savior.

It is YHWH who has chosen to make this hope known to those who believe in Messiah. He has made
known this mystery. It is the indwelling, abiding presence of the Spirit of Messiah, which gives to the disciple his
hope. He gives hope of a glorious eternal life with the One in whom he has believed. One's hope consists of
Messiah in him. This clearly shows that the disciple’ s hope is present tense, not future tense.

To whom YHWH would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Messiah in you, the hope of glory:
Colossians 1:27

The hope of al disciplesisthe same Person who died for their sins. He is the one who gives hope. Y eshua
is the one who ensures life with Him in glory (eternity). Without this Person, there can be, and is, no hope. It isby
placing on€e' s lifein His hands, that he can obtain hope.

The Scripture below confirms that our hope is the Person, Y eshua Messiah.

Paul, an apostle of Y eshua Messiah by the commandment of Y HWH our Savior, and YHWH Y eshua
Messiah, who is our hope;
1 Timothy 1:1

The apostle Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, says that it is Y eshua Messiah who is our hope!
This should be comforting to the disciple; since one's hope is aso his Savior, and He is the Son, YHWH incarnate,
then certainly his hope must be sure. It can be found wherever Yeshuais. Where is Yeshua? This question was
dealt with in chapter 7. He is in the throne room of heaven, behind the veil. (Heis also, in a very real sense, if a
person believes in Him, in his heart or with him.) This veil, the veil found in the heavenly throne room, should not
be confused with the veil of the earthly temple which was torn from top to bottom at the time of the crucifixion of
Y eshua.

We might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us: which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters into that within
the vell; whither the forerunner isfor us entered, even Y eshua.
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Hebrews 6:18b-20a

As is shown in this passage of Scripture, one’s hope is both sure and steadfast. Why? Simply because
one’s hope is the Person of Yeshua Messiah. Would a person’s hope be sure and steadfast if it were anything other
than this Person? It could not be. Y HWH isthe only true surenessin all creation. Also, it can be seen, that this hope
has gone into the veil. Thisiswhere Yeshuais. The hope of al disciples is there, and they may enter through the
veil by faith, without fear of condemnation. YHWH will accept them, not on their merits, but because of who their
Hopeis.

This then, brings one again to the reality of who Yeshuais. As the Incarnate YHWH (Isaiah 9:6), He is
divine. Yeshua is YHWH. Here is the sureness of our Hope. YHWH is always faithful. Yeshua® is always
faithful.

Who by him do believe in Yeshua, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that
your faith and hope might bein Y eshua.
1 Peter 1:21

A person who has accepted the sin offering of Yeshua in his life, must then remain true to the hope which
he now has been given.

And every man that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as Heis pure.
1 John 3:3

And finally, the one versein all the Scripture that refers to the “blessed hope.”#*

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great YHWH and our Savior
Y eshua Messiah;
Titus 2:13

Thisverse clearly states, that the true followers of Y eshua are to be looking for two separate things: 1) their
blessed hope; and 2) the appearing of Y eshua Messiah, who is their Hope. These two items are so closely related,
that it is difficult to distinguish between the two. But we must distinguish between them. This hope is not the event
of His appearing. If thisis the hope of the body, then all those who died before His appearing have not seen this
hope. However, if the hope of the body is Yeshua Himself, and it is, then they have not died in vain, nor without
hope. But in Hope, they have died in Messiah.

The Greek word that is translated as appearing in this verse is EPIPHANEIA. This word is quite
significant, as it means “brightness’ or “shining forth.” What Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is saying
then, is that the true followers of Y eshua are to be looking for Him. And they are to be looking for His visible and
glorious coming. Not one which is secret!

As Y eshua breaks in upon the time continuum one final time, and all of humanity will see Him in al His
glory, His bride/wife will see Him whom she has hoped in, while the wicked will try to flee and hide from His
presence.

23y eshua simply means —“YHWH saves,” which further shows the importance of knowing His true Name.
** Since the phrase “blessed hope” occurs only in this one verse, the reader and student of Scripture would do well to

remember, that it is not wise to build doctrine on only one verse.
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Chapter 11

The Lesson of the First Advent

There are lessons in the first advent of Messiah that shine as a beacon of light into today, to caution those
who would listen.

If a person does not comprehend the significance of, and the warnings of, the first coming of Yeshua, it is
doubtful that one can avoid the pitfalls into which so many fell during that time.

The first lesson one needs to understand, is the timing of the first coming. When Y eshua came the first
time, it was at exactly the right moment in time. It was not too soon; nor wasiit too late.

But when the fullness of the time was come, YHWH sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, Galatians 4:4

And again;

In due time Messiah died for the unrighteous.
Romans 5:6b

Since Y eshua came the first time at just the right moment in history, He will once again invade the time
continuum, when He returns, at just the right time. 1t will not be too late, nor will it be too soon, but at the right
time. It will be those who have fixed their hope on Him, who will not be disappointed.

One noteworthy comparison of the first coming with the second coming is that, as with the first coming,
many were looking for the coming of Messiah. Most notably among these were the Pharisees (the religious leaders).
Many of them had spent their lives searching the Scriptures, looking for clues about the coming of Messiah.

And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Messiah should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea:
for thusit is written by the prophet,

Matthew 2:4, 5

When the Pharisees were asked about a particular prophecy concerning the coming of Messiah they knew
the answer. They pretty much had it all figured out. At least they thought so.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them,
generation of vipers, who has warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Matthew 3:7

Search the scriptures; for in them you think you have eternal life: and they are they which testify of
me.
John 5:39

The Pharisees, priests, scribes, and Sadducees, spent a lot of time examining the Scriptures. They were
very knowledgeable about the events surrounding the coming of Messiah. They had it al figured out! But as
Y eshua chastises them in John 5, they completely missed the focus of the Scripture. It is not primarily to tell about
future events, but rather it tells about the Savior. Because they missed this, they missed His coming. They were not
well enough acquainted with who was coming, as they were that Messiah was coming in this particular manner, and
that His coming would follow this particular course of events. Most of their conjectures were wrong. This is why
these students of the Scripture missed the coming of Messiah: because they were focused upon the event of His
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coming and not upon the Person who was coming. This further illustrates the truth that the “blessed hope’ is a
person, not an event. This lesson must be applied to today. The question must be asked, “Am | so focused upon an
event; e.g., the event of the “rapture,” that | have shut my eyesto the person of Y eshua?’

It is true that many of the Pharisees came to know Y eshua after the resurrection and ascension (Acts 6:7).
But the first coming of Messiah, is in reference to salvation. The second coming, will be in reference to judgment
(Hebrews 9:28). A person who misses the second coming, will not have another chance to accept Y eshua as his
personal Savior.

If a person has his eyes and his hope fixed upon Yeshua, then it will not matter in what order the
phenomena surrounding the Second Advent occur, for one will be ready, because he personally knows the Person
who is coming. The true disciple already has his life focused upon Y eshua and lives for Him daily, so that, when He
appears, heis aready looking toward Him.



Chapter 12

The Imminence of the Second Advent

“How imminent is the return of Yeshua?’ This question was something that even the disciples of Yeshua's
day were concerned about. Y eshua deals with this question, teaching them with parables about His second coming.
This chapter will look into this area of concern that the disciples brought to Him, and His answer to disciples of all

ages.

Personal Imminence

Regardless of the immediacy of Messiah’s return at the end of the age to all mankind, He may return for the
individual at any moment. He taught this principle to His disciples. He wanted them to live in such a way, that if
He were to come for them individually, they would be ready.

And He spoke a parable unto them, saying, “The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully; and he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall | do, because | have no room where to
bestow my fruits? And he said, ‘This will | do; | will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there
will 1 bestow all my fruits and my goods. And | will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid
up for many years, take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”” But YHWH said unto him, ‘You fool,
this night your soul shall be required of you; then whose shal those things be, which you have
provided?”

Luke 12:16-20

Being a member of the human race, one must be redlistic that the length of one's life is very uncertain.
There are many things that can enter into the life of a person that would shorten, or even bring to an end, on€’s life.
Facing the redlity of death in an affluent society, is contradictory to the materialistic world in which one lives. The
disciple should learn to live hislife, not in fear, but in expectation, that Y eshua may take him home at any moment.

Universal Imminence

An honest approach to the following Scriptures will help a person in understanding the full impact of what
the Scripture teaches. One must look at what these say, without reasoning them away to fit what one already
believes and/or has been taught, but instead, allow the Scriptures to say what they say. It is important when
examining these Scriptures, to keep in mind the context in which they are found.

Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and
went hisway. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.
So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, ‘ Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Why then does it have tares? He said unto them, ‘An enemy has done this.” The servants said unto him,
‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up? But he said, ‘ Nay; lest while you gather up the tares, you
root up aso the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest | will
say to the reapers, Gather together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but gather the
wheat into my barn.””
Matthew 13:24-30

In this parable, Y eshua teaches about the kingdom of heaven. In it, there are several truths that need to be
understood. The first is that the sower of good seed is Yeshua. Thisis learned in His explanation of this parable
(vs.37). One needs to understand the principles of sowing and reaping as well. Time is needed after the sowing
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takes place before harvest comes. Reaping comes later, after the seed has grown, matured, and produced its fruit. It
does not, nor cannot, follow immediately after sowing. Thisisaphysical impossibility in YHWH’s creation.

Matthew 24
When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in
the holy place, (whoso reads, let him understand:)
Verse 15

For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time,
no, nor ever shall be. Verse2l

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:
Verse 29

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall al the tribes of the
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. Verse 30

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Verse31

Y eshua teaches, that before He will return, there are several things that will happen. Notice that Yeshua
places His return in verse 30. Before thisisthe coming of the Anti-Messiah (abomination of desolation). The great
tribulation will have begun (vs.21) and will be witnessed by His disciples (the “you” in verse 15), and run its course
to its conclusion (vs.29). The tribulation has been concluded, for He says that it will be “immediately after” the
tribulation that He returns. There shall be signs and wondersin the sky.

It will be after these things take place that He returns. At His return, all the tribes of the earth will witness
this coming (see also vs.26, 27). Notice where Y eshua places the gathering of His elect (vs. 31); it is after al these
things.

Y eshua tells His followers the illustration of the two servants (Matthew 24:45-51). One servant is good.
The other servant is wicked. Time is the determining element. Time alows the nature of the servants to be
displayed. Intime, every servant will display histrue nature.

Again, Y eshuateaches His disciples that they should expect His return after aperiod of time.

While the bridegroom tarried, they all ssumbered and dlept.
Matthew 25:5

The KJV usesthe word “tarried.” Whatever the word used, the idea that Y eshuais portraying, is alength of time. It
must be recognized that Y eshua was telling them in advance, that when He went away, He would not immediately
come back again.

Y eshua gives another kingdom parable in this same chapter.

For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far_country, who called his own servants,
and delivered unto them his goods.

Matthew 25:14

After along time the master of those servants comes, and reckons with them.
Matthew 25:19

In this parable, Y eshua teaches once again, that there will be a long period of time between His departure
and His return. He says that the kingdom of heaven is like a man going to a far country. In today’s society, one
may fail to grasp the full significance of this statement with all the different means of rapid transportation available.
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A person today can travel anywhere in the world in a short period of time. This was not so then. The common
means of travel was walking, or perhaps in a caravan. Both methods were very slow. To go into a “far country”
would have taken a very long time to go, conduct one’s business, and then to return.

Y eshua says later in the parable, that it was “after along time” that the master returned. They were not to
expect His return soon. Time was needed for traveling to the far country, and time was needed to return from the far
country. Time was also needed for the servants to display their true spirits, asin the previous illustration that Y eshua
gave.

After Y eshua had been crucified, and after His resurrection, but before He ascended to the Father, when He
gave them their commission, they were to teach “all nations” This, of course, would take a long time to
accomplish.

Go ye therefore, and teach al nations,
Matthew 28:19a

And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth.
Acts 1:8b

Even after the disciples had received the Holy Spirit, it would take them a long time to evangelize the
world. They had no means of mass communication. They had to spread the Gospel by word of mouth. The
disciples are till working on carrying out the task Y eshua gave to His disciples almost 2000 years ago.

And as they heard these things, he added and spoke a parable, because he was nigh to
Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of YHWH should immediately appear. He
said therefore, “A certain nobleman went into a far_country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to
return.”

Luke 19:11, 12

It is recorded here the disciples concern and their question to Yeshua, about the appearance of the
kingdom of YHWH, for they thought it to be immediate (imminent). In response, Yeshua wanted them to
understand clearly, that the kingdom of YHWH was not going to appear immediately. They believed this to include
the crowning of Y eshua to the throne of David. However, Y eshua explains to them that this was not to be the case.
The parable that He gives again teaches that there will be a length of time before He returns, as was the case with
this nobleman who went into a “far country.” The disciples are to conduct the business of the kingdom of Y HWH
until He returns. Also, timeis needed for the true nature of the servants to be displayed.

And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations. and
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
Luke 21:24

One of the things that must be included in the “times of the Gentiles’ being fulfilled, is that those who
answer the call, must come out of the nations. Those who were not a people, shall become a people once again; i.e.,
the nation of Ephraim. (One reference of importanceis Hosea 14; also see Ezekiel 37.)

And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
Luke 21:27

Y eshua gives another clue here to the immediacy of His return. Jerusalem was under the control of
Gentiles when Y eshua spoke this prophecy. It has remained under their control until 1967. That was the first time
since before the time of Messiah, that Jerusalem was under the control of the Hebrew people. Until the Jewish
people regained control of this city, it would not have been possible for Messiah to return.

Y eshua also tells Peter by what kind of death he would glorify YHWH. Peter was to grow old. He would
be arrested (bound), and taken where he did not want to go. He would die before Y eshua returned.
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“Amein, Amein, | say unto you, When you were young, you girded yourself, and walked wherever
you would; but when you shall be old, you shall stretch forth your hands, and another shall gird you, and
carry you where you would not go.” This spoke he, signifying by what death he should glorify Y HWH.

John 21:18, 19a

As stated earlier, Yeshua has entered into heaven, and is at the right hand of YHWH. Scripture also
teaches, that He is to remain there until the restoration of all things.

And he shall send Y eshua Messiah, which before was preached unto you; whom the heaven must
receive until the times of restitution of all things, which YHWH has spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets since the world began.

Acts3:20, 21

Y eshua is not to leave heaven until all things are restored. One cannot rectify His coming at the beginning
of the tribulation (millennium), with this restoration of all things, because the restoration does not take place until all
His enemies are put into subjection under His feet. Certainly, He will have enemies during the tribulation period
(and during the Millennium). Also, al things will not be restored until after the tribulation. Yisragl needs to be
restored. He cannot return until Yisrael (all twelvetribes), is present and active in the Land as one nation.

Paul gives two other clues that are supported by what Y eshua taught His followers. These deal with the
coming Anti-Messiah and the apostasy.

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Master Yeshua Messiah, and by our
gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit,
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Messiah is at hand. Let no man deceive you
by any means: for_that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man
of sin berevealed, the son of perdition;

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3

First, it must be pointed out, that this letter is written to disciples. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
Paul gives some pertinent truth about the coming of Y eshua and the gathering together of disciplesto Him. Hevery
clearly states, that this will not happen until two things take place first. The apostasy comes, which implies that over
aperiod of time, the body has been built, and then for some reason, many of those within the body fall away. Those
who fall away are in the description “having a form of righteousness, but deny the power thereof.” And what is the
“power” of the Gospel? It isto save a person from hissins.

Also, the man of lawlessness must be revealed, the Anti-Messiah. The picture of this person given here, is
correlated to the one that can be found in Daniel (7:25). Then in verse 8, the Holy Spirit teaches that Y eshua will
day the Anti-Messiah at His return. It is not possible to rectify Y eshua coming before the tribulation, which is
before the rise of the Anti-Messiah, with Yeshua slaying him at His return. How could Y eshua slay the Anti-
Messiah before the tribulation even begins? No, rather, Y eshua returns at the end of the age just as the Scripture so
clearly teaches. It is after all these things take place, that the disciples are gathered together to Y eshua.

Finally, in looking at whether or not the return and general revelation of Y eshuaisimminent, Paul expected
death, not rapture. He did not believe that Y eshua might come, and that he would be spared the persecution and
suffering that he was enduring.

For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departureis at hand.
2 Timothy 4.6

To sum up this chapter, it has been shown, that there will be a length of time between when Y eshua was
received into heaven, and when He will return to earth. Several things must take place before the return of Messiah
can take place. To list them, they would be: 1) Peter will die; 2) Paul will die; 3) the seed of the Gospel that
Y eshua planted will grow and mature; 4) servants will display their true spirits; 5) Anti-Messiah will come; 6)
there will be a great tribulation; 7) there will be signs and wonders in the sky; 8) Jerusalem will no longer be
controlled by the Gentiles; 9) Ephraim will become a nation again; and 10) the apostasy will come.

Y eshua said that He would journey to a far country, and after along time, return. If a person is to accept
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the Scripture as true, then he must listen to these teachings, and realize that the imminent return of Messiah is not
possible until al these other things take place (and there are actually many more that are too numerous to mention).
Y eshua can return for the individual at any time, as was discussed earlier in this chapter. However, there could not
be a universal return, until His word has been fulfilled in al points, many of which could be fulfilled after He
returns.

This does not mean that the body can take her ease. To the contrary, it shows how much more diligent one

must be in following his Master. It shows how much more work there is to do before He returns. We must hasten
the day! (2 Peter 3:12)
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Chapter 13

The Rapture

The questions that surround the “catching up” of the body of Messiah, deal with when this event will take
placein relation to the return of Messiah, at the end of the age.

One of the greatest concerns of this writer, is the teaching of the “pre-tribulation rapture” and the effect that
it has upon the disciple. One thing that it seemsto do, isto lull oneinto afalse sense of security; namely, trusting in
this escape from reality, when Y eshua taught His disciples again and again, that this would not happen; but rather,
that He, viathe Holy Spirit, would help them (and all disciples) to go through any difficulty that might come into the
life of the disciple. Thisis especialy so when suffering or persecution or tribulation happens because one has taken
the Name of Messiah. It also seems to give to those who hold to this teaching, the idea that if | don't make it in the
rapture then | still have a chance, even though | may have to die for it. With the mindset and attitude of, “I can live
how | want now, and | will get right then!” reeks of self-centeredness, and will lead one right straight into hell. This
teaching also seems to give the idea, that one won't be around when the Anti-Messiah shows up. This may be one
of the more deadly concepts of a pre-tribulation rapture. Believing that one will not witness the rise of the Anti-
Messiah, but then seeing him come into power, will cause many to say and believe that, since the disciples are still
here, this surely cannot be the Anti-Messiah.”> Therefore, it is OK to go along with what he says. After all, YHWH
knows| gtill love Him. And He knows | still need to eat.

As one can see, the rationalizations that will be quite common when the Anti-Messiah arises, can get one
into spiritual hot water rather quickly if he is not walking in the Spirit, and does not have a close personal
relationship with Yeshua. It will also help one to know the Scriptures that deal with the second coming of Messiah.
The truth of the matter is, that YHWH has warned His followers that they cannot, under any condition, swear
allegiance to the Anti-Messiah, for example, by taking a mark. The penalty for doing so, is to be cast into the lake
of firefor all eternity. Therewill be no exceptions and no excuses.

One aspect of the rapture that is rarely dealt with, is the “why.” Why does the rapture occur? What isits
purpose? The answer to this question, will help one to discover “when” it occurs. It isthe popular belief today, that
the rapture and the resurrection are in close proximity to one another. And in some cases, the rapture is even placed
before the resurrection. But this is categorically against what the Scripture teaches. Furthermore, there may be a
space of time between the first resurrection® and the “changing,” when the disciples receive their glorified bodies,
specifically, one thousand years. That happens at the close of the millennial reign. It will be at this time, that the
disciples will be “changed” into their glorified bodies. Why? It will be at this time, that the earth is destroyed by
fire. 1t will be re-formed through this baptism of fire, into the new heavens and new earth. Thisis why the saints
are“raptured.” And this event takes place at the end of the millennium.

One of the difficult aspects of the rapture teaching is dealing with the many suppositions that accompany
this teaching. Two of the most prominent teachings of the rapture are: 1) the catching up of the saints, and 2) at
that time, it is believed, they will be given their glorified bodies. It will be shown, that these two events do not
happen at the sametime. In fact, there is approximately one thousand years between them. The catching up is at the
beginning of the millennium, while the changing of the temporal into the eternal, will be at the conclusion of the
millennium.

To be caught up does not necessarily mean that one will be changed; i.e., given a glorified body. Look at
the life of Philip when he was witnessing to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-40). At the conclusion of the baptism

>0n watching a very prominent Bible prophecy teacher on TV late one night, this writer was appalled to hear this man make
the statement, that if any leader rose up and took control of the world’s systems, then it would not be the Anti-Messiah if the
Church was still here, and that it would be OK to follow this man, even to the point of taking his mark; thus showing the true
nature of the deception of a pre-tribulation rapture teaching.

%8 The first resurrection actually seems to be the resurrection of the nation of Ephraim.
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of the eunuch, Philip was “snatched” away. This is the Greek word HARPADZO, which is the same Greek word
used in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, when the disciples are “caught up” to be with Yeshua. Philip did not receive his
glorified body when this happened. So, to be caught up does not necessarily mean that one is changed, as spoken of
in 1 Corinthians 15:52. So the word “rapture” attempts to place two Biblical truths together that do not belong
together. So the terms “caught up” (“gathering”) and “changed” are to be preferred over the use of the term
“rapture”; the former occurring at the end of the tribulation, and the latter occurring at the end of the millennium.
The “catching up” does not imply or mean that it has to be by supernatural means. This may actually be areference
to the next great exodus (Jeremiah 23:7-8; Ezekiel 39:27-28).

As the following passages are examined, keep in mind the context of the paragraph, and of the book, and of
the Scripture. Doing so, will help to further one's understanding of when the coming of Messiah will be, for His
own.

When does this event occur?

One passage that is quite astounding in regards to when this event will occur, is found in the book of
Matthew. It is a parable that Y eshua gave to His disciples. It is aso one of the few for which an interpretation is
recorded. Here are both.

Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and
went hisway. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So
the servants of the householder came and said unto him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where did the tares come from then? He said unto them, ‘ An enemy has done this.” The servants said

unto him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them up? But he said, ‘Nay; lest while you gather up the
tares, you root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of
harvest | will say to the reapers, “ Gather together fir st the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but
gather the wheat into my barn.”"”

Matthew 13:24-30

Then Y eshua sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying,
“Declare unto us the parable of the tares of thefield. He answered and said unto them, “He that soweth
the good seed is the Son of man; the field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but
the tares are the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end
of the world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so
shall it be in the end of thisworld. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire:
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Who hath earsto hear, let him hear.”
Matthew 13:36-43

Thisis akingdom parable. That means, that Y eshua is teaching a truth about His Kingdom (Yisragl). As
the disciples and unbelievers are both present in this parable, as represented by the wheat and the tares, respectively,
taking note of their relationship to each other and to the end of the age is helpful. The servants of the landowner ask
the landowner if they should separate the wheat and the tares. Y eshua answers, as represented by the landowner,
that they were not to separate them, but they were to allow both the wheat and the tares to grow together until the
harvest, which is the end of the age. The end of the ageis at the conclusion of the tribulation. The tribulation is part
of the present age. There isto be no separation before the end of the age. At the time of the harvest, it will be the
reapers (angels) who are the ones doing the separating.

Notice who Y eshua says will be gathered first. He says that in the time of the harvest, He will say to the
reapers, “First, gather up the tares.”?’ Y eshua makes it very clear that it is not the wheat which is gathered first, as
taught by a pre-tribulation rapture theory. No, the first to be gathered are the sons of the evil one (tares). Then He
says the righteous will shine forth.

The harvest at the end of the age, is at the end of the tribulation. And there is to be no separation between

For a further explanation of the reapers see Appendix D.
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the wheat and the tares until then. There will be no separation between the disciples and the unbelievers. Both will
go through the tribulation together. The truth of this passage is clear: there will be no separation until then. And
when the separation finally does occur, it will be the tares, the unbelievers, who are gathered first and removed from
His Kingdom.

Another parable of the kingdom, which teaches the same thing, is in the same chapter. Thisis the parable
of the dragnet.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every
kind: which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but
cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked
from among the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.

Matthew 13:47-50

Again, Y eshua teaches that the separation of the wicked and the righteous will not be until the end of the
age. He also tells them again, that it is the wicked who are taken out (severed) from among the righteous. This
separation ends in judgment for the wicked, as they are cast into the fire. The righteous, disciples and followers of
Y eshua, are | eft.

The person who will be saved, will be the one who endures to the end (Matthew 24:13). One cannot stop
short and hope to be saved. For Y eshua taught, that he who puts his hand to the plow and looks back, is not fit for
the kingdom of YHWH (Luke 9:62).

To this teaching, Yeshua later adds a stern warning for His followers. It isfor all, but especially to those
who would be alive in the last days.

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Messiah, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false
Messiahs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, | have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you,
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall aso the coming of the Son of man
be.

Matthew 24.:23-27

“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here isthe Messiah,” or ‘ There He is,’ do not believe him.” No one
will need another to tell him that it is Y eshua, when He returns. Anyone who says that Y eshua is coming to this
place or to that place, is not to be believed. Y eshua labels them as false prophets. He isnot coming for just a select
few, but to all mankind. Thisis represented by His saying to not believe them if they say He is in the wilderness.
He is not coming in secret. This is represented by His saying to not believe them if they say He is in the inner
rooms. Hiscoming will be visibleto all, as represented by the lightning flashing from the east to the west.

“But immediately after the days of tribulation” (Matthew 24:29) will be the time of the coming of Y eshua
It will be then that “al the tribes of the earth will mourn” (Matthew 24:30), because it is now, that they witness Him
“coming on the clouds’ (Matthew 24:30) in al His majesty. They had their opportunity to accept Him, but they did
not, hence the mourning. Not only do the unbelievers see Him at this time, but also He shall send forth the angels to
“gather together His elect” with the call of a“great trumpet” (Matthew 24:31). Thereis no mention of the disciples
being changed. This gathering is not the same as the “ catching up,” when the disciples receive their glorified bodies
at the end of the millennium. His elect, the body, “endures to the end,” to meet Him as He returns to earth.

Y eshua further says, that his “coming” will be just like the days of Noah. A more complete treatment of
this passage will be in alater chapter. One aspect of the “ days of Noah” needs to be addressed here in relation to the
rapture.

“For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days which
were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the
day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away;
so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and
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one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left. Therefore
be on the alert, for you do not know which day your YHWH is coming.”
Matthew 24:37-42 (NAS)

The pronouns “they” and “them” in this passage are referring to the wicked unbelievers. “They” are eating
and drinking. “They” are marrying and giving in marriage. “They” did not understand. The flood came and took
“them” all away.”® It was the wicked, in the days of Noah, who were swept away. Only righteous Noah (and his
family) was left. Y eshua says that, so shall His coming be: one will be taken; one will be left. Who will be taken?
As the wicked in the days of Noah were taken, so it shall be with the coming of Y eshua. The wicked will be taken;
and the righteous shall be left. And as in the days of Noah, after the flood, it was the righteous who were l€eft to
replenish the earth, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.

Another aspect of great importance concerning the days of Noah, is that the unrighteous, the unbelievers,
did not understand until it was too late. The only warning that they had, was from righteous Noah. The Scripture
refers to Noah as a preacher of righteousness. Noah, as he built the ark, also preached of the coming judgment.
There were no cataclysmic events to forewarn the world of the coming judgment. No, the only avenue of
knowledge afforded to them was through Noah, YHWH' s chosen man.

Likewise, so it will be in the days preceding the coming of Yeshua. The only warning that the world will
be afforded, will be through YHWH's people.® There will be no cataclysmic event (such as the rapture) that will
tell them of the coming return. There will be earthshaking events, to be sure; but these can and will, be explained
away as “natura” events. If the world is unwilling to listen to YHWH's people, His witnesses, then they will reap
what they have sown - judgment.

As it was in the days of Noah, so shal the coming of the Son of Man be! To the wicked and the
unrighteous, it will be just as athief in the night, totally and completely unexpected. Does not Y eshua Himself bear
out this very truth in the very next verses? Is this not the central truth that Yeshua is trying to teach in these last
days?

But know this, that if the good man of the house had known in what watch the thief would
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be
ye aso ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

Matthew 24:43-44

What Yeshuais saying is very simple: the people of Noah's day did not think that what Noah was saying
was correct. So, because of their unbelief, they were not ready for the coming judgment. Akin to this, is that
Y eshua admonishes His disciples to be ready. The ONLY way to be ready for His return, is to believe and accept
Him as your persona Savior, and keep His Torah. Please note, that the judgment of the wicked and the salvation of
the righteous in the days of Noah were simultaneous. “ So shall the coming of the Son of man be.”

When looking at when the rapture will occur in relation to the coming of Messiah, it is h